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Nishan (Nish) Duraiappah, Peel Regional Police’s newest chief, speaks during a swearing-in ceremony held in front of hundreds of 
guests in Brampton on Oct. 1, 2019. (Staff Photo) 


It's Nish's world. We're just living in 
it. 

Hundreds of onlookers packed into a 
Brampton conference centre Tuesday 
morning to welcome Peel Police's 
newest chief, Nishan Duraiappah - the 
region's first person of colour to take 
the job. 

“The trust that the public expects 
from us is the same I expect from each 
of you, and that is what you’re going to 
get from me,” Duraiappah told media 
outlets prior to the swearing-in cere- 
mony, which was held in front of hun- 
dreds of colleagues, family, friends and 
dignitaries at Lionhead Golf Club and 
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Conference Centre. “I’ve never envi- 
sioned being in the role of chief, but I 
do recognize that this is where I am, 
and this is my commitment, and this is 
where I want to be with all of you.” 
Duraiappah, who previously served 
as a deputy chief with Halton Regional 
Police Services, was named to the post 
in August and takes the reigns from in- 
terim Chief Chris McCord, who for- 
mally retired yesterday. McCord was 
named acting head of the service in 
January after Jennifer Evans an- 
nounced her retirement. During his ad- 
dress, Duraiappah spoke about the 
need for Peel Regional Police and its 
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members to innovate and collaborate. 

“In some cases, we will be called to 
divest ourselves from some of the 
things we did in the past, but it’s im- 
portant to adapt and move forward,” 
he said. “There’s always that quote, ‘If 
we dislike change, we’re going to dis- 
like relevance even more.’ So, the point 
being is to lead. We need a can-do 
mentality as we move forward. It’s 
critical to us. That is not just my expec- 
tation of each of us in Peel, but it’s also 
my continued commitment to you,” 
said Duraiappah. 
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Community connection key for new Peel Police chief 


Continued from Pg 1 


A veteran of 25 years, Du- 
raiappah previously served 
as a deputy chief in Halton, 
and was a top contender in 
multiple openings for poten- 
tial chiefs across Canada. 
Both he and his wife live in 
Brampton, which played a 
factor in his decision to seek 
Peel's top cop role. 

In an interview held 
shortly before his official in- 
troduction to Peel Regional 
Council last week, Duraiap- 
pah told Peel Weekly News 
that the role of chief is a "re- 
markable opportunitity" for 
him. 

"25 years ago, I made the 
decision to join policing," Du- 
raiappah explained. "The ex- 
citing part is that I get to 
come to Brampton and work 
with a group of diverse peo- 
ple." 

The search for a replace- 
ment for the top job came 
after former Peel Police Chief 
Jennifer Evans made the sur- 
prise announcement last Oc- 
tober that she would be 
retiring, following a series of 
controversial statements re- 
garding the usage of carding 


and its impact on arrests in 
Brampton. 

Duraiappah was one of ten 
candidates interviewed for 
the role, alongside Peel Police 
Deputy Chief Marc Andrews 
and McCord. The decision to 
select Duraiappah came after 
interviews and input from 
the Peel Police Services Board 
and Mayors Bonnie Crombie 
and Patrick Brown. 

Nando Iannicca, who chairs 
the Peel Police Services 
Board, said that the input re- 
ceived was invaluable, and it 
was important to hire the 
right candidate who could 
drive progress. 

"It was of great signifi- 
cance to both Mayors to pick 
the right person," Iannicca 
said. Speaking at Tuesday's 
ceremony, lIannicca also 
urged Duraiappah to seek out 
and speak with members of 
the community and fellow of- 
ficers who are looking for 
leadership and vision. 

Duraiappah has served ina 
variety of roles over the last 
25 years, including the Re- 
gional Drug & Morality Bu- 
reau, the Guns & Gangs Unit, 
and District Criminal Investi- 
gations. 


Peel Police Services Board 
also says he has worked with 
federal counterparts on the 
RCMP Combined Forces Spe- 
cial Enforcement Unit, and 
shown a strong commitment 
to many of the region's di- 
verse cultural and faith- 
based communities in his 
capacity as Halton Police Di- 
versity and Cultural Rela- 
tions Coordinator. 

After being sworn-in, Du- 
raiappah said the organiza- 
tion is comprised’ of 
committed and hardworking 
employees, who do great 
work on a daily basis. “I look 
forward to working with the 
community on initiatives to 
help keep Peel Region a safe 
place for all,” he told the 
crowd. 

The region is currently 
grappling with a rash of gun- 
and gang-related incidents 
that have caused outcry and 
calls for more restrictions on 
handguns. According to esti- 
mates discussed at Peel Re- 
gional Council last week, as 
much as 60 per cent of shoot- 
ings in Brampton are gang- 
related. 

"We have a lot to do on the 
guns and gangs file," said 


Ste. Louise 
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Crombie, who congratulated 
Duraiappah and encouraged 
him to take on the right chal- 
lenges with relation to com- 
munity safety and gun 


violence. "You are going into 
this task with high expecta- 
tions." 

The issues that the commu- 
nity is facing are a confluence 
of different pressures, includ- 
ing gun violence and mental 


health, said Duraiappah. He 
indicated that while the task 
looks daunting, there are 
many ways to enhance safety 
in the community through 
advocacy and education. 
"These are all opportuni- 
ties to move forward and cre- 
ate a legacy (for Peel)," 
Duraiappah told Regional 
Council last week. 
Duraiappah also currently 


aiappah is sworn-in as Peel Poli 


e and Conference Centre on 


t. 1, 2019. (Photo Ca 


serves on the Board of Direc- 
tors for the Ontario Associa- 
tion of Chiefs of Police 
(OACP) and has served on 
various OACP committees 
throughout his career. He is 
also the recipient of the 
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal in 2012 and be- 
came a Member of the Order 
of Merit in 2016. 
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Trudeau talks tax breaks and 


UTM townhall 


by Alex Gregory 


Choices matter. 

Justin Trudeau told Cana- 
dians that they have to make 
a choice for the future, as he 
unveiled the Liberal Party’s 
campaign platform this past 
Sunday in advance of the 
Oct. 21 federal election. 

“In this election, the 
stakes couldn’t be higher,” 
Trudeau said, holding up the 
party’s platform in front of 
300 students during a town 
hall event held at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto’s Missis- 
sauga campus. 

The Liberal platform is big 
on investments towards the 
middle class, via tax breaks 
and spending aimed at re- 
ducing student debt, as well 
as investments into national 
pharmacare and additional 
taxes on the wealthiest 
members of the country. 

Despite that, Trudeau 
stopped short of detailing 
the costing for many of the 
promises, instead choosing 
to rely on comparisons be- 
tween himself, Conservative 
leader Andrew Scheer and 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford. 

“Tf you want a proof point, 
look at what Scheer does 
that Ford did,” Trudeau told 
the crowd, referring to com- 
ments made by Scheer ear- 
lier this year in response to 


a Liberal-organized advi- 
sory panel’s recommenda- 
tions to institute a national 
pharmacare program. 

While the Liberal platform 
doesn’t reveal the exact cost 
of what a national pharma- 
care plan would cost, the 
party had previously 
pledged to invest $6 billion 
into the initiative. The price 
of implementing national 
pharmacare was set at $3.5 
billion over ten years, via 
the advisory panel’s report. 

In total, the platform 
claims that the new taxes, 
along with revenue gener- 
ated from the Trans Moun- 
tain pipeline, will bring in 
$5.2 billion in revenue next 
year, increasing to $7.2 bil- 
lion by 2023. 

Other key promises made 
in the report include a 
pledge to get the country 
down to net-zero emissions 
by 2050 via _ five-year 
legally-binding targets, a 10 
per cent “luxury tax” on 
items costing more than 
$100,000, and an increase 
in Canada Student Grants to 
$1,200 per year (with a two- 
year grace period given for 
students paying off debt). 

Claiming the platform to 
“fiscally responsible”, as 
Trudeau said during his 
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speech, the promises will 
cost Canada $9.3 billion in 
2020, rising to $17 billion by 
2023. The platform doesn’t 
factor in costing for several 
campaign pledges. 

In response to repeated 
questions about the deficit, 
Trudeau said that the Liber- 
als are making the choice to 
invest in people and com- 
munities. 

“We’re on a much better 
track than we were before... 
we're going to continue to 
demonstrate the wisdom of 
investing in people.” 

During a press conference 
in Brampton Monday, 


Scheer, who was revealing a 


promise to increase support 
for Canadians looking to get 
a Disability Tax Credit, said 
that the Liberal platform is 
unfeasible. 

“They are raising taxes, 
they are borrowing more 
money, and life will get 
more expensive if Justin 
Trudeau gets elected,” said 
Scheer, comparing the Lib- 
eral platform to a promise 
made by the provincial LIb- 
eral Party to expand a camp- 
ing program for 
less-fortunate families. 

“We know what happenes 
with massive tax hikes, with 
massive deficits, with peo- 
ple falling further and fur- 


pharmacare at 


ther behind... it’s the Kath- 
leen Wynne playbook, but 
with canoes.” 

Federal NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh, who was cam- 
paigning in Vancouver 
before making his way to 
Quebec for key campaign 
stops in advance of a 
French-language leaders’ 
debate Wednesday evening, 
said that the Liberal plan 
didn’t do enough to address 
the issue of affordable hous- 
ing concerns and that the 
lack of costing indicates that 
Trudeau “has clearly walked 
away” from the national 
pharmacare promise. 


Long-awaited Master Plan unveiled to Lakeview residents 


by Catherine Soplet 


More than 250 people filled 
the room at the Army, Navy, Air 
Force Cl last month to see the 
progress of a master plan for a 
long-awaited community. 

While some residents were 
familiar with the topic of the 
Lakeview Village project first 
conceived more than 20 years 
ago, others who were newer to 
the most south-east corner of 
Mississauga were getting to- 
gether with their neighbours 
for the first time. 

The last formal public meet- 
ing to comprehensively inform 
community members of the 
Lakeview Ratepayers Associa- 
tion (LRA) about progress on 
the project was held in 2014, 
ahead of adoption of the Lake- 
view Inspiration Official Plan. 

Subsequently, the LRA off- 
shoot Lakeview Panel Advisory 
Committee (LPAC) was created 
in Jan. 2018 to meet mandated 
public consultation sessions re- 
quired by the developer to pro- 
ceed in shaping its application. 

At issue for LPAC is the first- 
ever community-driven munic- 


ipal Official Plan in North 
America, registered in 2014, 
which seeks to evolve a post- 
war 20th Ccntury industrial 
footprint into a 21st century 
sustainable urban _love-live- 
play-work mixed use commu- 
nity. 

Proposed amendments to the 
2014 Official Plan by develop- 
ers are drifting away from the 
original intent of the commu- 
nity to build a sustainable peo- 
ple-centres eco-system, that 
can meet mandated densifica- 
tion targets, life-cycle supports 
and and social opportunity for 
new residents. 

"What we don't want is a 
focus on height, which merely 
stacks our Mississauga suburbs 
upon the shoreline," says LRA 
president Deborah Goss, a 
decades-long champion for 
people-centred densification. 

The Official Plan approved in 
2014 has exploded from some 
5,600 units in low- to medium- 
rise configuration to just under 
10,000 units in a canyon of 
towers, without including so- 


cial infrastructure for a public 
school, walk-to access to public 
transportation, or creating 
public spaces where residents 
can shop; find health, well- 
being an support services; 
meet up or just hang out. 

The provincially-recom- 
mended employment ratio has 
not been met in the current 
proposed amended Official 
Plan. 

Using three-dimensional dig- 
ital renderngs, planner expert 
John Danahy was able to draw 
comparisons between pro- 
posed building layouts and 
heights against against City- 
imposed limits and developer 
variances. 

A resident expressed concern 
that the proposed housing 
model to insert affordable 
housing would simply lead 
lead to the kind of non-inclu- 
sive ghettos that have prolifer- 
ated in Toronto and other 
North-American urban centres. 

Also at issue is provincially 
contributed parkland. 

In the most recent proposal 


put forward by Lakeview Com- 
munity Partners (LCP) up to 
4o-storey towers on the south- 
west lakefront will inhibit pub- 
lic access to 67 acres of 
provincially-bequeathed land 
which should be a day-trip des- 
tination for all residents of Mis- 
sissauga, and a_ lakefront 
eco-tourist attraction from 
across North America. 

"No one has consulted with 


migratory butterflies, birds, 
and other species," says Goss, 
wryly. 

In the meantime, City staff, 
LCP and the appointed Boston 
architectural firm, Sasaki con- 
tinue to meet. A further com- 
munity meeting is scheduled 
for this Saturday at the Missis- 
sauga Seniors’ Centre on 
Cawthra Road, beginning at 1 
p.m. 
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The rganizers of a foreign- 
policy election debate that 
was scheduled this past 
Tuesday have cancelled be- 
cause Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau refuses to partici- 
pate. 

The Munk Debate on For- 
eign Policy, hosted by Chair 
Rudyard Griffiths, | was 
planned to give major party 
leaders, including Prime 
Minister Trudeau, the oppor- 
tunity to share their views 
and platforms on Canada’s 
foreign policy. 

The only difference from 
the leaders of the other par- 
ties was that Trudeau had to 
explain his four years of per- 
formance as well. 

The Prime Minister’s re- 
fusal to attend the debate re- 
moved an opportunity for 
Canadians to see his foreign 
policy record challenged in a 
substantive and sustained 
fashion, said Griffiths. 

If Trudeau's performance 
has been excellent, then it 
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was a unique opportunity for 
the Prime Minister, but if the 
record is sluggish, then it 
would have been a worse de- 
bate for him. 

The other three major 
party leaders, including Jag- 
meet Singh, Andrew Scheer 
and Elizabeth May, had con- 
firmed they would attend. 

Scheer hammered 
Trudeau's refusal to partici- 
pate in the foreign policy de- 
bate, saying he is "running 
from his record of disastrous 
foreign policy decisions.” 

Perhaps the biggest hit to 
Canada's international repu- 
tation came last week when 
Trudeau made _ headlines 
worldwide for wearing 
brown and blackface on mul- 
tiple occasions. 

"Justin Trudeau cannot be 
trusted to represent Canada 
with dignity and poise on the 
international stage. He is not 
as advertised," said Scheer. 

In the 2015 federal elec- 
tion, Trudeau made Canada's 
foreign policy an issue, and 
harshly attacked Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper, saying 
that he had harmed Canada's 
image in the world. 

Trudeau said he wanted 
Canada to stand bright on 
the international stage after 
becoming Prime Minister. 


FRIDAY 


However, in the past four 
years, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau's foreign policy has 
put Canada down in the 
world. Canada has become 
one of the weaker countries 
of the Third World today in 
terms of international organ- 
izations. 

Relations with our largest 
trading partner, the neigh- 
bouring U.S., are not favor- 
able. NAFTA's new trade 
agreement with the United 
States has been signed fol- 
lowing President Trump's 
many "bouts". 

In 2018, the G-7 summit 
held in Canada departed 
from President Trump. 

Trump later made tweets 
describing Trudeau as a 
weak leader and also with- 
drew the U.S. name from the 
joint statement. 

Relations with China have 
also gone down drastically, 
and China has refused to buy 
many Canadian products. In 
the near future, China's rela- 
tions with Canada seem un- 
likely to improve. 

Canada's relations with 
India have fallen to such an 
extent that the 'immigration' 
policy is far too relaxed. 

The apparent main task of 
the two countries' missions 
is to dispose of passports, 
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visa, and immigration appli- 
cations. 

Relations with Saudi Ara- 
bia, a vital force in the Mid- 
dle East, have been severely 
damaged, with trade being 
affected. 

Trudeau has badly handled 
relations with Russia, via 
Russian Foreign Minister Or- 
lando. Orlando seems to have 
a different agenda. Being of 
Ukrainian background, she is 
inclined towards Ukraine, 
which is linked to Russia. 

Trudeau previously de- 
clined to take part in a sepa- 
rate debate, which would 
have been hosted by local 
cable provider City and 
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Federal debates important for democracy 


Macleans Magazine. 

There are now a total of 
two debates left in English 
and French. There will be six 
leaders and five moderators 
in the English debate. In this 
debate, all the issues facing 
the country will be consid- 
ered, which will have very 
little time. Foreign policy 
may be nothing more than a 
question. 

In 2015, Justin Trudeau 
vowed to provide a transpar- 
ent and accountable govern- 
ment that would be an open 
book and that nothing would 
be hidden from the public. 

It was a great promise that 
Trudeau had claimed, and 


that there was no way to put 
pressure on Justice Minister 
and Attorney General Jody 
Wilson-Raybould in his cabi- 
net to save a large company 
like SNC-Lavalin from the 
fraud case. 

Some analysts have been 
cited as saying that all the 
election promises made by 
Trudeau in 2015 have been 
broken, and that the only one 
he has fulfilled is a legaliza- 
tion promise to marijuana. 

Trudeau's promise to bal- 
ance the budget in 2019 with 
people's 'eyesight' has been 
severely broken and _ pre- 
sented four years of deficit 
budgets from his mandate, 
which is likely to increase the 
country's debt burden by 
$75-80 billion, if not more. 

Now, with just three weeks 
left in the federal election, 
Mr. Trudeau has run out of 
time to tell us how the 
budget will be balanced. 

Experts have claimed that 
by 2040, there will be little 
hope of a budget balance. 
The country has about $690 
billion worth of debt, which 
is expected to go up further. 

Trudeau has fled the de- 
fense of his four-year gov- 
erning record by refusing to 
accept the Munk Debate. 
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New campaign urges Dufferin-Caledon Second school strike imminent as unions 
candidates to run positive campaigns 


A new initiative launched in 
Dufferin-Caledon this week- 
end aims to curb the effects of 
negative campaigning by ask- 
ing candidates to pledge ro 
run positive, issue-based cam- 
paigns. 

The Better Ballot Campaign 
(BBC), launched by the local 
chapter of the Canadian Fed- 
eration of University Women 
(CFUW), is devoted to bring- 
ing civility and respect to our 
political discussions. Orgga- 
nizers said this past weekend 
that the campaign is not about 
electing specific candidates or 
political parties. 

“This is a positive force for 
change in today’s partisan po- 
litical environment. Candi- 
dates and voters can show 
their support for having more 
civility and respect in the way 
campaigns are run. It is the 


start of a very powerful con- 
versation,” says Teresa McK- 
eeman, of the CFUW, Guelph 
and BBC Founding Member. 

Dufferin-Caledon — candi- 
dates were asked to sign a 
pledge stating that they sup- 
port positive, issue-based 
campaigns; will never person- 
ally attack any candidate or 
citizen; and, do not support 
people or organizations that 
do attack anyone based on 
gender, race, appearance, re- 
ligion or status. 

Candidates Allison Brown 
(New Democrat Party), Russ 
Emo (Christian Heritage 
Party), Michele Fisher (Lib- 
eral Party of Canada), Chad 
Ransom (People's Party of 
Canada), Kyle Seeback (Con- 
servative Party of Canada) 
and Stefan Wiesen (Green 
Party of Canada) have all 


signed the pledge. 

“Listening to another per- 
son’s opinion without trying 
to change their mind, check- 
ing your facts before you 
speak, and seeking common 
ground can pave the way to 
greater understanding of both 
the issues and the various op- 
tions to address them,” said 
local CFUW organizer Lynda 
Moore. 

“Every time we communi- 
cate with another person, we 
vote for the kind of society we 
want to live in. Make your 
vote count,” Moore said. 

Moore has also launched the 
Orangeville Electorate Face- 
book group, where she pro- 
motes positive conversations 
and monitors comments and 
posts to ensure that informa- 
tion is accurate, and com- 
ments do not become attacks. 

The Better Ballot Campaign 
is asking Canadians to stand 
together for civil discussion 
and respectful debate during 
the 2019 election. Residents 
were able to learn more about 
the Better Ballot initiative at 
local election forums, said 
Moore. 

Orangeville Mayor Sandy 
Brown also recently inter- 
viewed two members of the 
Better Ballot Campaign steer- 
ing committee, Teresa McKee- 
man and Vivian Webb, as part 
of his Talk519 show, which 
runs on Rogers Community 
Channel 63 and Talk519 on 
Facebook. 


gear up 


A public employees’ union 
is gearing up for round two 
in strike action. 

The Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE) 
announced Tuesday that a 
full withdrawal of service 
will be imminent as of Mon- 
day if progress isn’t made 
with the province on key de- 
mands. 

“We have no choice but to 
invoke the next step in the 
legal process we follow for 
school board bargaining,” 
said Ontario School Board 
Council of Unions (OSBCU) 
president Laura Walton 
Tuesday during a press con- 
ference. Walton indicated 
that both OSCBU and CUPE 
gave a legal notice that it 
would commence full strike 
action this Monday. 

While the province is 
working constantly to nego- 
tiate with CUPE, Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce told 
reporters Tuesday that he 
believes they can make 
progress soon. Additional 
negotiations are scheduled 
for Friday, the union re- 
vealed Wednesday evening. 

“We were close, and I be- 
lieve we can get this deal 
done soon,” Lecce said Tues- 
day during a news confer- 
ence. “Let’s move forward 
and get back to the table 
this week, to resolve this re- 
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grettable situation and un- 
necessary disruption for our 
students.” 

The full strike action will 
impact school boards 
throughout the province, in- 
cluding Peel. 

In a statement Wednesday 
evening, Peel District School 
Board said that they were 
still working to confirm de- 
tails of the strike and what 
it means for parents, but 
cautioned that “significant 
impacts” to classes may 
occur. 

“Families are encouraged 
to begin to explore alternate 
child care arrangements for 
next week, in the event 
strike action results in 
school closures,” the board 
stated. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a similar strike that 
began several days ago, as 
55,000 administrative, cler- 
ical and custodial workers 
represented by CUPE 
throughout the province 
began a work-to-rule cam- 
paign this past Monday. 

The situation has been 
simmering over the sum- 
mer, with provincial 
changes to education fund- 
ing causing an increase in 
class sizes, reductions in ex- 
tracurricular programs and 
school boards being forced 
to let teachers go. 


In total, layoff notices 
were handed to 193 high 
school and 176 permanent 
elementary teachers over 
the summer. 

School trustees and board 
members have expressed 
similar sentiments, saying 
that cuts to funding lead to 
changes to the delivery of 
public education. 

“Although adding one, two 
or six students to a class 
may seem like an insignifi- 
cant impact, it has already 
resulted in the cancellation 
of many courses at the sec- 
ondary level,” Peel District 
School Board trustees in an 
open letter sent to the 
province this past May. 

“Fewer teachers means 
fewer options for students. 
There is no room for debate 
on this.” 

“The elimination or reduc- 
tion of these courses im- 
pacts student choice and 
can decrease student en- 
gagement, which is directly 
linked to student achieve- 
ment, credit acquisition 
and, ultimately, the ability 
to graduate,” the letter con- 
tinued, indicating that sur- 
plus notices were issued to 
369 teachers and 30 desig- 
nated early childhood edu- 
cators at Peel schools at that 
time. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Deputy’s sacrifice highlights Sikh identity abroa 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The Sikh community in the 
U.S. and around the world are 
mourning the loss of Sandeep 
Singh Dhaliwal, a trailblazing 
deputy police officer who was 
shot and killed in Harris 
County, Texas last week. 

Dhaliwal had stopped a car 
for a traffic violation and was 
walking back to his patrol car 
on Friday afternoon when he 
was shot twice, including at 
least once in the back of his 
head. 
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Because of his selfless work 
in North America and the 
Harris police service, Dhali- 
wal’s death has further high- 
lighted the Sikh identity 
abroad. 

Dhaliwal, 42, started serv- 
ing in the Harris County po- 
lice service in 2008 as a 
detention officer. He was pro- 
moted to a deputy police offi- 
cer in 2015. He was a police 
officer who was allowed to 
wear a turban and keep his 


CANDIDATES DEBATE 


Federal Election 2019 » Mississauga Lakeshore 


beard. 

Dhaliwal was a religious 
man who proudly wore his 
turban on duty with the police 
service. He gained national 
and international attention 
when he sought and received 
special permission to wear the 
Sikh articles of faith as part of 
his uniform. 

Friday’s shooting sparked a 
wave of mourning among 
Sikhs and Indian communities 
throughout North America. 
Not only that, but the Ameri- 
can people also expressed 
deep attachment and regret- 
ted over the incident. 

American media has also 
taken substantial notice of the 
inciden. People from all walks 
of life condemned the incident 
and praised Dhaliwal's serv- 
ice, courage, and dedication. 

While Dhaliwal was known 
as an associate and high-rank- 
ing officer in the police de- 
partment, he was always 
ready to take part in public 
service activities. At times, he 
went on leave with his col- 
leagues to serve in various 
parts of the country to help 
those trapped in storms, 
floods, and other natural dis- 
asters. Recently, they came to 
Puerto Rico to help after a ca- 
tastrophe. 

Dhaliwal, along with his as- 
sociates, also set up an organ- 
ization called United Sikhs to 
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serve the people. Dhaliwal 
was also highly respected 
among his police colleagues. 

That is why many senior of- 
ficials and colleagues who 
worked with him after his 
sacrifice in the line of duty 
were seen honoring him as a 
brother as a family member. 

One such officer told the 
media that acting as the 
deputy police officer is a risky 
task. 

They serve by risking their 
lives, and this event has also 
proved that this job has noth- 
ing in stock, but at every mo- 
ment, there are risks. 
Dhaliwal was the father of 
three children. 

47-year-old Robert Solis has 
been charged with the capital 
murder of Deputy Dhaliwal. 
He was currently on parole, 
and allegedly violated his pro- 
bation. However, since 2014, 
Solis has been out of prison. 
Texas court records shows 
that it has been 12 years since 
he was convicted in Harris 
County of aggravated kidnap- 
ping and aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon. 

Robert Solis probably knew 
he was going to go back to jail 
and did not want to go back to 
jail. There have been similar 
incidents in the United States 
in the past. 

Many Sikhs have been killed 
or physically assaulted, tar- 


geted by their skin color, and 
face racism and hate crimes, 
but this is the first case of an 
attack on a Sikh officer serv- 
ing as a police officer. 

Dhaliwal was respected and 
loved because of his dedica- 
tion and proven police service. 
With his sacrifice, awareness 
of Sikh identity throughout 
the United States has in- 
creased. 

Not only have people of all 
classes and religions been 
criticized, but they have also 
been strongly opposed. 

After the 9/11 terrorist at- 
tacks, such hate attacks have 
only started to increase after 
misunderstandings arose 
about Sikh identity in the 
United States. The Sikh com- 
munity has been taking huge 
steps in the last two decades 
to raise awareness of its Sikh 
identity. 

California, New Jersey, New 
York and several other US 
state governments have made 
awareness campaigns to give 
Sikh Americans access to so- 
ciety. Such measures also 
raise awareness among Sikh 
people about the identity of 
the Sikhs and the contribution 
they are making to North 
American communities. 

Dhaliwal’s murder is a rare 
incident. However, the impact 
of the event is profound and 
widespread. 


The incident has indicated 
that Sikhs will have to take 
more comprehensive steps to 
maintain awareness of their 
security and identity and to 
end the fear of communal 
harmony with others. 

The natural tendency of 
Dhaliwal and others in our 
community to stand in the 
face of natural disasters is not 
new to Sikhism. Sikhism has 
a great place of selfless serv- 
ice in the Sikh faith, and this 
concept and tradition of serv- 
ice influence it. 

Dhaliwal has been involved 
in the more massive task of 
serving humanity in addition 
to performing police service. 

For the past few years, the 
Sikh community, residing in 
different countries, has begun 
the task of reviving its reli- 
gious traditions for human 
service. 

While acts of public service 
inspire us to aid where we can 
following our religious tradi- 
tions, such activities also con- 
tribute significantly to the 
reflection of our community 
as a whole. 

As we see many Sikhs, who 
operate in various cities and 
municipalities including Peel, 
Toronto, the GTA and other 
areas, they need to be careful, 
as racism appears to be in- 
creasing in every corner of the 
globe. 


Toronto man sought in connection 
with half-million dollar fraud 


AToronto man is 
wanted on multiple 
charges in connection 


with a major fraud stem- 
ming from 2016. 

Peel Police’s Fraud Bu- 
reau said last week that it 
is currently investigating 
a series incident that took 
place in 2016 and 2017. 

According to police, the 
victims in this incident 
were befriended and en- 
couraged to invest in the 
suspects real estate busi- 
ness. 

In total, the victims in- 
vested a combined total 
of $500,000 with the sus- 
pect. 

Despite repeated prom- 
ises of returning the 
money, none of the vic- 
tims had any of their in- 
vestments returned and 
investigators believe that 
none of the investments 
were used as indicated. 

Officers have been at- 
tempting to locate the 
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suspect, but have not had 
success in doing so. 

A warrant has been is- 
sued for 32 year-old Vat- 
sal Khamar, who is 
wanted for four counts of 


fraud over $5,000 and 


one count of mail theft. 
Residents with infor- 
mation on  Khannar’s 
whereabouts are asked to 
contact investigators at 
(905) 453-3311 ext. 3335. 
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Thousands participate in climate change strike at Queen’s Park 


by Noah Posocco 


Thousands of young peo- 
ple gathered in front of 


concern about the future 
of this planet. 


Trans-Mountain pipeline 
project. 


Vaughan stated, “If you 
don’t find a way to save 


Fridays for Future also 
held events in several 


making an appearance. 
The group is hoping to 


Queen’s Park last Friday 
for the 2019 Global Cli- 
mate Strike - a demonstra- 
tion by individuals who 
wanted their voices heard. 

The protestors want gov- 
ernments and businesses 
to start taking climate 
change seriously before 
it’s too late. 

The strike was organised 
by a group called Fridays 
for Future, a group that 
was originally created by 
Greta Thunberg. 

Thunberg, a 16 year old 
girl from Stockholm, Swe- 
den, has started a global 
movement that encour- 
ages students to take time 
off of school in order to 
protest their government’s 
inactions on_ climate 
change. At Queen’s Park on 
Friday, the frustration in 
government was evident. 

One of the common de- 
mands being made by pro- 
testers was to end our 
dependency on fossil fuels. 

As a country that de- 
pends heavily on the pro- 
duction of oil, the federal 
government led by the Lib- 
eral party approved the 


The pipeline that has 
drawn much criticism 
from Liberal party sup- 
porters like Abby Bushby, 
a protester at Queen’s Park 
on Friday. 

“Pm disappointed that 
the pipeline went 
through...but the truth is 
we’re responsible for all 
that oil dependency. Mu- 
nicipalities need to quit 
plastic, we need to drive 
less, we need better public 
transit,” said Bushby. 

Political campaign signs 
could be seen scattered 
throughout the crowds at 
Queen’s Park on Friday. 

The event was seen by 
some candidates as an op- 
portunity to show that 
they are serious about 
fighting climate change. 

Adam Vaughan, a Liberal 
MP seeking re-election in 
Toronto’s Spadina-Fort 
York riding, believes that 
there is a way to balance 
both economic and envi- 
ronmental concerns. 

When asked about why 
the Liberal government 
saw fit to approve the 
Trans-Mountain pipeline, 


the environment while 
leveraging the economy si- 
multaneously, how do you 
pay for the transforma- 
tion?” 

Vaughan mentioned that 
the last time Canada saw a 
major dip in greenhouse 
gas emissions, it was due 
to a slumping economy 
during the 2008 financial 
crisis. 

Showing that there is a 
correlation between eco- 
nomic prosperity and en- 
vironmental impact in this 
country. Vaughan believes 
that this struggle between 
economy and environment 
can be a political tight 
rope. 

“If you get too far in 
front of this issue politi- 
cally and economically, the 
push back gives you Doug 
Ford or Jason Kenney, and 
we have to make sure the 
push back here doesn’t 
give us Andrew Sheer,” 
said Vaughan. 

“It’s got to go hand in 
hand (economy and envi- 
ronment) and I _ think 
we’ve found a very cre- 
ative way to do that.” 


cities across Canada. Mon- 
treal was arguably the 
largest, with Prime Min- 


start holding demonstra- 
tions every friday going 
forward to continue to put 


Noah Posocco is a stu- 
dent living in Mississauga. 


ster Justin Trudeau and 
Greta Thunberg herself 


pressure on government 
leaders and voice their 
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Boswell speaks about NDP platform, Brampton priorities 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


While elections occur only 
once every four years, with 
the amount of news cover- 
age and media, it can seem 
a lot more often. It is easy to 
become desensitized to the 
people, the issues, and the 
noise. 

But now is the time to pay 
attention — to the people 
who are elected to the 
House. 

Elected officials work for 
us and will be our voice 
when it comes to issues of 
education, clean water, 
human trafficking, poverty, 
benefits for our city and 
province, our next genera- 
tion’s future, and our safety. 

During the federal elec- 
tion, you have the power to 
refocus the conversation to- 
ward what genuine matters 
— issues that will be af- 
fected by decisions in the 
next four years. 

Peel Weekly News will be 
conducting sit-down inter- 
views with federal candi- 
dates throughout Peel 
Region, up until the Oct. 21 
election date. 

Our second conversation 
is with Jordan Boswell, the 
NDP candidate for Bramp- 
ton Centre. 


Flora: It is a fact Brampton 
has very few office sector 
jobs compared to our neigh- 
bouring municipality, Mis- 
sissauga, and zero federal 
office jobs other than a 
passport office. The Depart- 
ment of Revenue Canada 


ee S 


é 


and Department of Seniors 
Affairs in Mississauga, to 
name two, employ hundreds 
of office jobs. 

To place a federal office in 
Brampton is 100 per cent a 
federal government deci- 
sion. 

Will you make this a prior- 
ity to put office jobs in 
Brampton? 

Boswell: We need to make 
sure Brampton gets its fair 
share, especially when it 
comes to jobs in our city. 
The lack of federal invest- 
ment in our community has 
resulted in Brampton be- 
coming a sleeper city, with 
many residents forced to 
commute to other cities for 
work. 

The five Liberal MPs we 
elected in the last election 
failed to stand up for jobs 
here, and fight for the in- 
vestment we need and de- 
serve. 


Flora: We are aware that 
there have been talks to re- 
locate the Federal Depart- 
ment of Transport, located 
near Yonge and Highway 
401. 

Will you fight for Bramp- 
ton to receive all or part of 
the jobs that may be relo- 
cated? Boswell: Similarly to 
the first answer, Brampton 
hasn’t been getting its fair 
share. And as a result, we 
are falling behind. 

The five Liberal MPs in of- 
fice neglected the needs of 
our community and weren’t 


be 


able to secure the necessary 
support when it comes to 
services. We should have 
had the strongest voice in 
the House of Commons to 
help tackle this problem, but 
our elected representatives 
didn’t fight for issues like 
this. 


Flora: One party has com- 
mitted to getting Brampton 
better healthcare and even 
another hospital. This is 100 
per cent not a Federal deci- 
sion. 

Would you agree with 
that? What therefore specif- 
ically would you say to 
Brampton residents about 
this matter? 

Boswell: I was proud to 
stand with our Leader, Jag- 
meet Singh, on the second 
day of the campaign to an- 
nounce we would fund a 
second hospital in Bramp- 
ton. 

We are in a healthcare cri- 
sis, and it is unacceptable 
that a city of almost 
650,000 people has one full 
hospital. We understand 
that healthcare falls under 
provincial jurisdiction, but 
we believe we need leader- 
ship on the file, and are 
committed to providing the 
funding for this project. 

We are taking the health- 
care crisis in our city seri- 
ously, and have a bold plan 
to deliver better service to 
Bramptonians. 


Flora: The federal Public 


Transit Tax Credit was in- 
troduced by Stephen Harper, 
and cancelled by Justin 
Trudeau. The reason given 
for its cancellation was said 
to be a negligible climate 
change impact. However, for 
the pocketbooks of urban 
Canadians who rely on tran- 
sit for work or school, this 
meant up to $1,000 per year 
back in our pocket. 

Conservative leader An- 
drew Scheer has proposed 
restoring this tax credit. 
Will you support re-estab- 
lishing this important and 
relevant tax savings for res- 
idents? 

Boswell: We know a city 
like Brampton relies on its 
public transit to move resi- 
dents around. Especially 
since most people live in the 
city but work elsewhere, 
such as Toronto and Missis- 
sauga. It is imperative that 
we reverse the neglect both 
Conservative and Liberal 
representatives have had 
when it comes to transit. 

Our plan for the environ- 
ment - Power to Change - 
heavily incorporates invest- 
ment in public transit, in- 
cluding the target of a fully 
electric transit grid by 2030 
and working towards fare- 
free transit. 

We believe better invest- 
ing in public transit is not 
only good for the environ- 
ment, but practical for users 
who rely on it every day. 


Flora: Specifically, what is 


your party policy for ensur- 
ing resources for the protec- 
tion of our Arctic lands, our 
borders? 

Boswell: It is important 
for Canada to defend its sov- 
ereignty, particularly in the 
Arctic. We need to take a 
bolder stance to defend our 
land up north, and ensure 
the necessary action is taken 
to protect it from climate 
change. 

The current government 
has claimed to be a climate 
leader, but continue to pur- 
chase pipelines and subsi- 
dize the fossil fuel industry 
— both damaging to the sur- 
vival of Canada’s Arctic. 


Flora: Brampton is home 
to hundreds of thousands of 
new Canadians. The federal 
government has a role in 
settlement and support, but 
denies adequate real fund- 
ing to Peel Region, leaving 
these costs to property tax- 
payers. What will you do to 
correct this high cost di- 
rectly on Brampton property 
taxes? 

Boswell: Canada is a 
county built on immigra- 
tion, and it is something we 
certainly see in a commu- 
nity as diverse as Brampton. 

We expect our immigra- 
tion system to be compas- 
sionate and fair, which is 
why we are proposing im- 
portant changes to the 
process. 

The first is to ensure for- 
eign credentials are recog- 
nized in Canada, and those 
who have certification are 
able to reach their potential 
in Canada. Far too often we 
hear stories of newcomers 
who are qualified, but are 
under-employed because 
their certification is not rec- 
ognized. 

We also want to make our 
immigration system more 
compassionate, and focus 
more on family reunifica- 
tion. This is an issue we 
hear a lot about in Bramp- 
ton, and need to make it eas- 
ier for grandparents or 
other relatives to reunite 
with their families here in 
Canada. 


Flora: If we talk about 
economic development (i.e. 
jobs. trade and foreign di- 
rect investment), Brampton 
is the closest downtown to 
Canada's largest airport. 
Brampton is open for busi- 
ness. 

Recent changes to trade 
and foreign policy make 
Canadian products less com- 


petitive. What is your party 
response to restoring bal- 
ance in Trade with Canadian 
companies once again being 
competitive? 

Additionally, the “Buy 
American” campaign had a 
negative effect for Canada. 
Will the federal government 
consider a “Buy Canadian” 
policy without a protection- 
ist policy violating the new 
Canada Mexico US Trade 
Agreement (the new 
NAFTA)? 

Boswell: Canada is a trad- 
ing nation, and our economy 
relies on trading with other 
countries. But we need to 
make sure this is fair trade 
and puts our workers first. 

We have seen how devas- 
tating other trade deals have 
been to our automotive, 
manufacturing, and agricul- 
tural sector, so we need to 
make sure we are putting 
Canadian workers first. 

Any trade deal our country 
enters into needs to protect 
those jobs in Canada and en- 
sure none of the sectors in- 
volved are threatened in any 
way. 


Flora: Many retired Cana- 
dian seniors are known as 
“Snowbirds”, who travel to 
the U.S. for winter months. 
There is a maximum stay of 
183 days permitted before 
the IRS wants to income tax 
revenue. 

For several years it has 
been discussed to change 
the limit to eight months. Do 
you support this change? 
Does your party support this 
change? 

Boswell: Seniors have 
built-up our communities, 
so we need to make sure to 
take care of them when it 
comes time for retirement. 
Especially when they are liv- 
ing on a fixed income, it can 
sometimes be challenging 
for them to keep up with the 
cost of living. 

One way we are address- 
ing that is by expanding our 
healthcare system to include 
prescription medication. 
Pharmacare is something 
the Liberals have been 
promising for decades but 
have refused to take action. 

New Democrats believe 
you should pay with your 
health card, not your credit 
card at the pharmacist, and 
are committed to deliver 
this service. 

This no doubt benefits all 
Canadians, but will provide 
additional support to those 
on a fixed income. 
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Riding Report - The Brampton Centre Review 


It can be assumed that in 
the 2019 federal election, 
Brampton Centre initially ap- 
pears to be a toss-up between 
Liberal and Conservative 
candidates. 

While they will break each 
other's votes, newly launched 
People’s Party of Canada 
(PPC) candidate Baijit Bawa 
is out working the streets and 
knocking on doors with a re- 
liable party platform, looking 
for an advantage from both 
Liberals and confused Con- 
servative voters. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
Liberals and Conservatives 
have not failed to create con- 
troversy in their riding in 
their own way. 


According to 
338canada.com, Liberal can- 
didate and current MP 
Rameshwer (Ramesh) 


Sangha is expected to get 
41.5 per cent of the vote, 
while Conservative candidate 
Pawanjit Gosal is expected to 
get 34.1 per cent. 

Rameshwar is likely to 
have an 87 per cent chance of 
winning the day, while Pa- 
vandeep Gosal has a 13 per 
cent chance. 

NDP candidate Jordan 
Boswell is expected to get 
around 13 per cent according 
to the aforementioned polls, 
while PPC’s Bawa will get 
close to 2 per cent. 

However, a recent debate 


which hosted candidates 
from Brampton Centre also 
made it clear that Sangha 
was unable to explain and 
answer many of the ques- 
tions, because of a lack of 
English language. 

If viewed in terms of lan- 
guage, statistics from the 
Canadian Statistics Depart- 
ment 2016 show that 77 per 
cent of people in this Riding 
speak English at home, while 
5 per cent speak Punjabi, 3 
per cent Urdu, 2.2 per cent 
Spanish and 1.3 per cent 
speak Gujarati. 

Of course, there may be a 
slight difference in this trend 
in 2019, which will cause the 
needles of the language to 
slip towards the Punjabis, but 
this is one of the few where 
Punjabi dominance is lower 
than other ridings. Perhaps 
this is why after winning the 
elections in 2015, Sangha had 
said that winning the election 
was one-sided. 

Sangha's discussion of the 
above leads us to the contro- 
versy of this riding seen in 
recent weeks. Sangha made a 
statement on a local televi- 
sion station last month, say- 
ing that while Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau likes to see 
India as an entire country, his 
party, the Liberal Party, have 
been “pandering” to sepa- 
ratists. 

Sangha’s statement was a 


topic of great debate in the 
mainstream media as well. 
Sangha is also known in 
Canadian politics, especially 
in Sikh politics, because he 
has publicly stated that he 
does not need the votes of 
Khalistani supporters. 

The Conservative Party, on 
the other hand, has also 
made a variety of challenges 
in this riding; namely, that 
the party high command's in- 
tention was to contest its fa- 
vorite candidate, Pawanjit 
Gosal. 

While this fact is difficult to 
independently confirm, the 
process in which the nomina- 
tion polls have been rolled 
out to one candidate after an- 
other strengthens this dis- 
cussion. 

It is said that the party high 
command had promised to 
Jarmanjit Singh that he 
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PAWANJIT GOSAL 


would be considered as a 
candidate for this riding, but 
was cut short in time. That's 
what happened to Nick 
Gahunia, Ripudaman 
Dhillon, Manu Dutta, and two 
other nominee contestants. 

Baljit (Bal) Gosal, who won 
in 2011 became a minister in 
Stephen Harper's govern- 
ment, and Pawanjit Gosal, 
the wife of Bal Gosal, was 
nominated in this area. 

As far as candidates are 
concerned with holding 
strong viewpoints on local 
and national issues, both 
Rameshwar Sangha and 
Pawanjit Gosal are clear can- 
didates. The political matu- 
rity of the two is almost the 
same. Gosal has been active 
in the insurance business for 
a long time, but has no expe- 
rience working with the com- 
munity and social 
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institutions. 

From this perspective, the 
NDP and the People's Party of 
Canada's candidates are quite 
experienced. NDP candidate 
Jordan Boswell holds a Mas- 
ter’s Degree in Carleton Uni- 
versity Political Management 
and has been involved with 
Jagmeet Singh's campaign 
since he was a university stu- 
dent. Boswell is also a good 
player for hockey and base- 
ball. 

Although he is not expected 
to win as an MP, he will likely 
continue to play an active 
role in Jagmeet Singh's na- 
tional governing team after 
the elections in October, due 
to his political experience 
and proximity to the leader. 

Similarly, Bawa is known 
for his excellent service in the 
community. He is a big fan of 
cricket. At one time, Bawa 


JORDAN BOSWELL 


was such a committed sup- 
porter of the Liberal Party 
that he even had a car plate 
called 'Liberal’. 

Now, he is committed to 
the same People's Party plat- 
form with the same level of 
commitment. Bawa's chances 
of winning are higher in this 
area. 

Given these circumstances, 
it can be said that while sev- 
eral of the candidates of the 
major political parties do not 
seem to be of political matu- 
rity, Sangha is currently ex- 
pected to take the victory in 
the current political climate 
if the current polls are any in- 
dication. 

Will Pawanjit Gosal or 
Baljit Bawa be able to pull off 
any political fruit? It is only 
possible if there is a major 
earthquake in the Liberal 
Party's camp. 


RAMESH SANGHA 


Three people under arrest after multiple 


gun offences 


Officers from Peel Police’s 
Strategic, Tactical and En- 
forcement Policing Unit have 
arrested and charged three 
people with drug and firearm 
related offences. 

On Sunday, Sep. 22, officers 
were conducting patrols near 
a licensed establishment lo- 
cated in the area of Main 
Street South and Queen Street 
in Brampton. Officers located 
a suspicious vehicle and an in- 
vestigation was started into 
the occupants of the vehicle. 

As a result of their investi- 
gation, a 9mm handgun was 
located within the vehicle 
along with a kilogram of co- 
caine with an estimated value 
of forty thousand dollars. 

Three people, including a 25 
year-old man from Toronto, a 
24 year-old man from Bow- 
manville and a 29 year-old 
woman from Whitby, were 
charged with multiple of- 
fences, including the unautho- 
rized possession of a firearm, 
possession of a _ loaded 


firearm, possession with in- 
tent to traffic and others. 

All three individuals ap- 
peared in Brampton court on 
Sep. 23 to answer to the 
charges. 

In a statement, Peel Police 
Inspector Hubert Hiltz, of the 
Vice, Narcotics and Street 
Level Organized Crime Unit, 
said that the force is commit- 
ted to ensuring the safety of 
residents and visitors of Peel 


Region. “Illegal firearms such 
as this have no place on our 
streets and we will continue to 
work hard to remove these 
types of weapons from the 
hands of criminals,” said Hiltz. 

Anyone with information 
regarding the arrests are 
asked to contact the Vice, Nar- 
cotics and Street Level Organ- 
ized Crime Bureau at (905) 
453-3311, ext. 3515. 


Investigation launched after “targeted” shots 
fired into complex 


Officers from the 21 Division Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau are seeking the public’s 
assistance in locating four suspects and a ve- 
hicle in relation to multiple shots fired into a 
townhouse complex in Brampton. 

On Sep. 27, 2019 at approximately 12 a.m. 
a series of loud banging noises were reported 


in the Balmoral Drive area. 


At 1:54 a.m. the victim came home to find 
a bullet hole inside their residence on Bal- 
moral Drive. Police attended and subse- 


avan. 


dark clothing and hoodies, armed with mul- 
tiple handguns. 

They were seen leaving the area around 12 
a.m. in a newer model indgo blue Dodge Car- 


The incident is believed to be targeted. The 
investigation is still ongoing. 


Any residents who have additional infor- 


quently additional shell casings were found. 
A total of 17 shell casings were located, 12 


of which were 
rounds struck ~ 
the rear of the 
house and — 
neighbouring | 
property. There 
were no. in- 
juries. 

The suspects 
are described as 
four males. 
Two of the sus- 
pects are de- 
scribed as male 
black, all four 
were wearing 


SS, 


mation regarding the investigation is asked 
to contact the 21 Division Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau at (905) 453-3311, ext. 2133. 
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News BUSINESS 


New drug aims to curb aggressive breast cancer 


Mississauga’s Roche 
Canada announced Friday 
that it has received approval 
from Health Canada to in- 
troduce a new cancer drug 
that aims to slow the pro- 
gression of aggressive 
breast cancer. 

The new drug, named 
Tecentriq, was found in clin- 
ical studies to significantly 
reduce the rate of disease 
progression by 38 per cent, 
compared to chemotherapy 
treatments. 

The drug has been ap- 
proved for use in the treat- 
ment of adult patients with 
unresectable, locally ad- 
vanced or metastatic triple- 
negative breast cancer 
(TNBC). It is the first and 
only approved cancer im- 
munotherapy agent in 
Canada for first-line TNBC. 

Approval for the drug was 
made according to a new 
policy directed by Health 
Canada, the agency said last 
week, which facilitates ear- 
lier access to promising new 
medicines that treat, pre- 


vent or diagnose serious, 
life-threatening and/or se- 
verely debilitating diseases 
for which there is no alter- 
native medicine available in 
Canada, or where the new 
medicine offers an overall 
benefit/risk profile which 
shows improvement over 
existing therapies. 

For years, patients with 
this aggressive form of 
breast cancer had limited 
treatment options, Dr. 
Katarzyna Jerzak, medical 
oncologist at Sunnybrook 
Odette Cancer Centre, said 
Friday. 

"Tecentriq's Canadian ap- 
proval in combination with 
chemotherapy is an impor- 
tant treatment advance, giv- 
ing patients with PD-L1 
positive metastatic TNBC a 
new option that targets 
their immune system and 
ultimately may help extend 
the time to disease progres- 
sion." 

Breast cancer is one of the 
most common _ cancers 
among women in Canada 


and the second most deadly, 
with an average of 14 Cana- 
dian women dying from the 
disease every day. 

Triple-negative breast 
cancer makes up 15 per cent 
of all breast cancers and is 
the most aggressive form of 
the disease. 

The prognosis for those 
with TNBC has typically 
been poor due to high risk of 
early relapse and lack of 
available treatment options 
beyond chemotherapy. In 
addition, many TNBC cases 
are diagnosed at a later 
stage when the tumours 
have already spread to other 
parts of the body. 

Women under 50, African- 
American and _ Hispanic 
women and those with the 
BRCA1 gene mutation are at 
a higher risk of being diag- 
nosed with this form of the 
disease. 

"It's important for Canadi- 
ans living with metastatic 
breast cancer to have access 
to new treatment options," 
says Cathy Ammendolea, 


board chair for the Cana- 
dian Breast Cancer Net- 
work. "By making the 
newest treatments available 
to this high-needs popula- 
tion, patients are given the 
opportunity to live longer 
with a good quality of life." 
Currently, Roche has 
seven Phase III studies eval- 
uating Tecentriq in TNBC, 
including early and ad- 
vanced stages of the disease. 
Tecentriq has been ap- 
proved in combination with 
chemotherapy (carboplatin 
and etoposide) for the first- 
line treatment of adults with 
extensive-stage small cell 
lung cancer, as well as in 
combination with beva- 
cizumab and chemotherapy 
(paclitaxel and carboplatin) 
for the first-line treatment 
of people with metastatic 
non-squamous non-small 
cell lung cancer (NSCLC). 
Roche Canada is head- 
quartered on Mississauga 
Road, in the northern part 
of the city, and is part of the 
cluster of multinational- 


based pharma companies 
that call Peel Region their 
Canadian home. 

The company employs 
more than 1,000 people, 
with its local pharmaceuti- 


9 


cals head office and medical 
test division in Laval, Que- 
bec. 

It is owned by Swiss drug 
giant Roche, the world's 
biggest biotech company. 


ll 


| Tecentriq’ 


Atezolizumab 


Concentrate for solution 


infusion 


Tecentriq (Photo Courtesy 
of Roche Canada) 


City’s culture director selected as LAC CEO 


Mississauga has selected 
the choice to lead one of its 
flagship performing arts 
venues. 

Paul Damaso, the city’s 
Culture Director, has been 
chosen as the new CEO for 
the Living Arts Centre, it 
was announced Tuesday. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a motion made at city 
council earlier this sum- 
mer to assume responsibil- 
ity for all operations and 
management of the facility. 

“T’m so excited for the fu- 
ture of music in Missis- 
sauga,” said Damaso, who 
spoke at the Mississauga 
Music Awards, held at the 
LAC, on Friday. 

The city previously an- 
nounced that it would be 
working with staff and the 
current LAC Board to over- 
see the transition, includ- 
ing operations and 
management of the facility. 


The move to own and op- 
erate the LAC runs in the 
vein of similar manage- 
ment of other key sites 
throughout the city, includ- 
ing the Meadowvale The- 
atre, Celebration Square 
and Paramount Fine Foods 
Centre - all with the aim of 
establishing Mississauga as 
a creative “Music City”. 

The city assumed gover- 
nance and operation of the 
LAC as of Monday, said city 
manager Janice Baker, who 
indicated that there is still 
additional work to com- 
plete. Damaso will lead 
and oversee the day-to-day 
operation of the site, along 
with future planning, in 
addition to his continuing 
work in the role of Culture 
Director. 

“During the transition, it 
will continue to be busi- 
ness as usual for all LAC 
employees, customers, 


rental clients and program 
participants,” Baker said in 
a statement. “The City 
wishes to acknowledge and 
thank the efforts of the 
dedicated, skilled and pas- 
sionate board members 
who have managed the 
LAC for the past 22 years.” 

The LAC, which is located 
in Mississauga’s city cen- 
tre, opened in 1997, and 
has grown to attract mar- 
quee performers, confer- 
ences and arts initiatives 
over the last 22 years. 

The previous CEO, Na- 
talie Lue, left the organiza- 
tion earlier this year to 
take on the role of director 
of the Vancouver Civic The- 
atres. 

During a launch event for 
the 2019/20 LAC season, 
Lue said that the city was 
very welcoming to her, and 
thanked all supporters of 
the arts. 


“IT was prepared to be 
here for quite a while, but 
life happens and it’s not al- 
ways the way you plan it,” 
Lue said. “It was not an 
easy decision to leave so 
many wonderful people. 
Mississauga is all the 
richer for all of you gath- 
ered here and all the peo- 
ple you bring to the centre, 
because this centre de- 
serves all of it.” 

Moving forward, the city 
said in a statement that it 
will be looking for oppor- 
tunities across the other 
municipally-managed 
major entertainment and 
cultural facilities - Para- 
mount Fine Foods Centre, 
Celebration Square, Mead- 
owvale Theatre, the LAC - 
to better integrate pro- 
gramming, drive tourism 
and establish Mississauga 
as a creative music city. 
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Nominations sought for CVC Public employees focus of new 
environmental awards 


Do you know someone 
who works hard to protect 
nature through  on-the- 
ground action? 

Credit Valley Conservation 
(CVC) is seeking nomina- 
tions for their annual 
Friends of the Credit Con- 
servation Awards. The an- 
nual program honours local 
environmental champions 
who deserve recognition for 
their efforts to protect, con- 
nect and sustain the natural 
environment. 

The Conservation Awards 
program was established 
more than 30 years ago and 
continues to recognize com- 
munity leaders across the 
Credit River Watershed. 

“Our awards program ho- 


nours individuals, organiza- 
tions and businesses who 
are leading important envi- 
ronmental work,” said An- 
drew Kett, senior manager 
of education and outreach at 
CVC. “It’s an opportunity to 
acknowledge people that go 
above and beyond in our 
community.” 

The nomination process is 
open to businesses, munici- 
palities, schools, community 
groups, landowners and in- 
dividuals who take a leader- 
ship role to ensure a greener 
future. 

The Conservation Awards 
program recognizes projects 
and initiatives that help pro- 
tect, connect and sustain the 
Credit River Watershed. 


CVC is seeking submissions 
from the public in a number 
of different categories, in- 
cluding youth achievement, 
outstanding volunteer, 
green cities, legacy donor, 
corporate leadership, water- 
shed excellence and 
landowner stewardship. 

The nomination process is 
open until Nov. 29, 2019. 
Submissions may be com- 
pleted online through CVC’s 
website. The CVC Board of 
Directors reviews all nomi- 
nations and makes the final 
award selection. 

For more information 
about the awards program, 
including award descrip- 
tions and eligibility, visit 
cvc.ca/conservationawards. 


CUPE campaign 


Members of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees 
Local 966 (CUPE Local 966), 
representing municipal 
workers in Peel Region, are 
highlighting their work and 
their commitment to the 
community in a new adver- 
tising campaign. 

A series of transit shelter, 
bus, billboard and GO Tran- 
sit ads rolling out this month 
feature the work of several 
different types of workers - 
from public health nurses to 
human services workers, to 
public works employees and 


PEEL MUNICIPAL WORKERS 


COMMITTED 
TO OUR 


TransHelp bus drivers. 

The campaign demon- 
strates how central these 
workers and the services 
they deliver are to quality of 
life in the Region of Peel. 

"Our members are so 
proud to serve their commu- 
nity through great service 
delivery," said Salil Arya, 
president of CUPE Local 966, 
last week. 

"We are an integral part of 
the community here, and we 
wanted to showcase that 
pride in our work. We think 
Peel residents, who rely 


COMMUNITY 


heavily on the services we 
provide, understand just 
how important our work is 
to quality of life in Peel." 

The ad campaign can be 
viewed by visiting 
cupe.ca/peel-municipal- 
workers-fall-2019-cam- 
paign. 

The union says it repre- 
sents nearly 3,500 members 
working in public health, so- 
cial services, public works, 
water and wastewater, pub- 
lic transportation, long-term 
care, and in shelters and 
supportive housing. 


Concussion Awareness on Rowan’s Law Day 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 

Did you know that you 
can sustain a concussion 
without having hit your 
head, or that you don’t 
need to lose conscious- 
ness to have a concus- 
sion? 

A hard-enough blow to 
the body that moves your 
head back and forth can 
cause a concussion. 

There are many signs 
and symptoms of concus- 
sions. Many people do 
not know that untreated 
or undiagnosed concus- 
sions can lead to perma- 
nent brain damage or 
death. 

In fact, according to the 
Government of Canada, 
half of all Canadians have 
little or no knowledge 
about concussions. 

Ontario is working to 
improve this unfortunate 
reality by providing con- 


cussion safety informa- 
tion to the people who 
need it most. 

On Mar. 7, 2018, 
Rowan’s Law (Concus- 
sion Safety) was passed 
in the Legislative Assem- 
bly, with unanimous sup- 
port. 

Athletes, parents, 
coaches, and team train- 
ers are now required to 
review the concussion 
awareness resources and 
concussion code of con- 
duct. 

Sporting officials are 
also now required to re- 
view concussion aware- 
ness resources for their 
sport. 

Rowan’s Law is named 
in memory of Rowan 
Stringer, an Ottawa high 
school student who died 
as a result of sustaining 
multiple concussions 


while playing rugby on 
her school’s team. No 
one, including Rowan 
herself, knew she had a 
concussion and that her 
brain needed time to 
heal. 

This year, Sep. 25 
marked the second an- 
nual Rowan’s Law Day. 
The day is intended to 
raise awareness about 
concussions and concus- 
sion safety. 

To mark Rowan’s Law 
Day this year, our gov- 
ernment provided finan- 
cial support to the 
Concussion Legacy Foun- 
dation Canada to fund 
local See the Line concus- 
sion symposiums, camps 
to teach kids how to en- 
gage in proper body con- 
tact in sports such as 
football and lacrosse, and 
seminars on university 


campuses. 

Our government has 
also launched an aware- 
ness campaign in support 
of Rowan’s Law, to en- 
sure the public is aware 
of the potential dangers 
of head injuries. 

Those who watched one 
of the Raptors’ playoff 
games may have seen our 
commercial demonstrat- 
ing the dangers of play- 
ing through a potential 
concussion. 

If you missed it,you can 
still see it for yourself on- 
line. 

I want to encourage 
everyone in Dufferin- 
Caledon to help change 
the way concussions are 
handled. 

“Hit. Stop. Sit.” is our 
slogan to encourage ath- 
letes to stop and sit it out 
when they get hit in a 


game. No one should play 
through a potential con- 
cussion. 

Ontario is a national 
leader in ushering in the 
first concussion legisla- 
tion in the Canada. 

Through video, print, 


and social media, we are 
changing the culture of 
amateur sport. 

Visit ontario.ca/concus- 
sions for more informa- 
tion, or call my office at 
1-800-265-1603. 
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Peel celebrates Small Business Month 
with conferences, local support 


October is Small Business 
Month, and Peel Region will 
be celebrating with a variety 
of local events, conferences 
and initiatives aimed at help- 
ing entrepreneurs take the 
next step to grow their com- 
panies. 

Small Business Month, 
which highlights the impor- 
tant contributions of small 
and medium-sized businesses 
in municipalities throughout 
the province. 

The Brampton Entrepreneur 
Centre, Caledon Business In- 
novation Zone and Missis- 
sauga Business Enterprise 
Centre will mark the month 


ANNUAL 
SMALL 
BUSINESS 
WEEK 


by highlighting local entrepre- 
neurs whose ideas, passion 
and determination help make 
our community competitive 
and prosperous. 

Some of the events taking 
place this month include edu- 
cation/professional develop- 
ment, motivational speakers 
and networking opportuni- 
ties. 

Starting and operating a 
business is not an easy feat, 
said Mississauga’s director of 
economic development, Bon- 
nie Brown. 

“Our small business com- 
munity is thriving ... and con- 
tinues to be important to our 


community,” said Brown. “To 
help businesses, we work with 
our government, education, 
and community partners to 
solve challenges facing the 
small business community 
and to provide real-world ad- 
vice and resources to support 
owners and aspiring business 
leaders take their business to 
the next level.” 

Small businesses are an eco- 
nomic driver and a strong 
contributor to the growth and 
vitality of the local economy, 
she said. 

“Every small business is es- 
sential to our community and 
we all need to do our part to 
support and promote them.” 

Mississauga will host a 
number of events highlighting 
local business owners this 
month, including workshops 
and a half-day conference fo- 
cusing on digital marketing, 
which will be held on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 30 at C Banquets (lo- 
cated in the Mississauga Civic 
Centre). 

For more information on 
Small Business Month events 
in Mississauga, visit thefu- 
tureisunlimited.ca/missis- 
sauga-events. 


Meanwhile, the Brampton 
Entrepreneur Centre will host 
several events at their flagship 
site, located at the West Tower 
near Brampton City Hall, in- 
cluding a major celebration on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, featuring 
keynote speeches by Startup 
Vancouver’s Colin Weston and 
Dream Maker Inc’s_ Isaac 


Olowolafe Jr.. 
For more details, visit the 
event website at 


brampton.ca/EN/Business/BE 
C/whatsNew/Pages/Small%2 
oBusiness%20Month.aspx. 

Caledon Business Innova- 
tion Zone will host a number 
of events throughout October, 
including the CBIZ Business 
Showcase, which takes place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 16 at Cae- 
sar’s Bolton (8841 George 
Bolton Parkway) and Mayor 
Allan Thompson’s Business 
Luncheon on Friday, Oct. 25 at 
the Royal Ambassador Event 
Centre (15430 Innis Lake 
Road), featuring a special 
keynote address by industry 
legend and Ottawa Senators 
founder Bruce Firestone. 

For information on Caledon 
business events, visit cale- 
don.ca/en/business/events- 
business.asp. 
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New report details school 
immunization rates in Peel 


The Region of Peel - 
Public Health has released 
a new report outlining es- 
timated coverage rates for 
a variety of immunizations 
that occur across Peel 
schools. 

The new Immunization 
of School Pupils Act: Esti- 
mated Coverage & Non- 
Medical Exemption Rates, 
By School report, which 
was released last Thurs- 
day, outlines the coverage 
rates for Measles, Mumps 
and Rubella (MMR) immu- 
nizations and Diphtheria, 
Tetanus and Polio (DTP), 
among other illnesses. 

“What the data shows us 
is that the vast majority of 
students in Peel are up-to- 
date on these crucial vac- 
cinations,” said Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, Peel Re- 
gion’s associate director of 
health. 

Based on the data, the 
average estimated cover- 
age in Peel schools is 94.6 
per cent for measles, 
mumps and rubella and 
90.8 per centfor diphthe- 
ria, tetanus and polio. 


THURSDAY 


OCT 24 


4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 


RENAISSANCE BY THE CREEK 
3045 Southcreek Road 


Slightly lower rates for 
diphtheria, tetanus and 
polio are attributable to 
the additional vaccine 
dose required for diphthe- 
ria and tetanus in adoles- 
cence. 

“This report provides a 
high-level overview of es- 
timates of coverage within 
each school, but should 
not be used to assess indi- 
vidual risks,” said Loh. 

“The school environ- 
ment is only one of many 
environments where ex- 
posure can occur. It’s im- 
portant to remember that 
the best defense against 
communicable diseases is 
to be fully vaccinated ac- 
cording to the Province of 
Ontario’s immunization 
schedule.” 

This is the first year the 
Region of Peel - Public 
Health has analyzed and 
published school-level im- 
munization data. Staff will 
work with the school 
boards to review the ben- 
efits of collecting and 
sharing this data in the fu- 
ture. 
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Look both ways during Pedestrian S 


Pedestrian and motor ve- 
hicle collisions increase in 
the fall and winter months. 

For this reason, the Re- 
gion of Peel and its part- 
ners have declared October 
as Pedestrian Safety 
Month. 

Everyone can help im- 
prove pedestrian safety 
with these simple actions: 

When driving: 

- Double-check for pedes- 
trians when turning left or 
right. Over half of the col- 
lisions between cars and 
pedestrians happen when a 
driver is turning, and the 
pedestrian is crossing with 
the right of way. 

- Remember to scan for 
pedestrians when ap- 
proaching an intersection. 

When walking: 

- Press pedestrian push- 
buttons. These pushbut- 
tons trigger the ‘Walk’ 
signal, giving you more 
time to cross. 

- Don’t start crossing the 
street when the ‘Don’t 
Walk’ signal is flashing - 
this signal means ‘Finish 
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crossing, don’t start. 

“With fewer daylight 
hours at this time of year, 
it’s important that we take 
extra care to help ensure 
the safety of all com- 
muters,” said Andrew Farr, 
the Region’s commissioner 
of public works, earlier 
this week. “The Region is 
committed to improving 
the safety of our roads. We 
have adopted the Vision 
Zero Road Safety Plan to 
help protect the most vul- 
nerable road users and re- 
duce the number of people 
getting hurt or dying from 
motor vehicles collisions.” 

The Region of Peel is 
making infrastructure 
changes to improve pedes- 
trian safety as part of the 
Vision Zero Road Safety 
Strategic Plan: 

- Building pedestrian 
crossovers to create more 
locations for pedestrians to 
cross with the right-of-way 

- Adding pedestrian 
crossovers to right turn 
channels - giving pedestri- 
ans the right-of-way to 


cross to the island 

- Reducing crossing dis- 
tances by bumping out 
curbs and reducing lane 
widths 

- Investigating strategies 
like leading pedestrian in- 
tervals that give pedestri- 


ans the ‘Walk’ signal 
before drivers get a green 
light. 

The goal is to make 


pedestrians more visible to 
drivers turning left and 
right. 

Pedestrian Safety Month 
is the result of a commu- 
nity partnership involving 
the Region of Peel, the City 
of Brampton, the Town of 
Caledon, the City of Missis- 
sauga, Peel Regional Police, 
the Caledon OPP detach- 
ment, Teens Learn to 
Drive, and the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation. 

For more information on 


the initiative, visit the 
Pedestrian Safety Month 
website at 


peelregion.ca/pedestri- 
ansafety. 
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New survey gives city high New health centre brings full 
marks for citizen satisfaction suite of services to Mississauga 


The City of Mississauga 
received high scores from 
residents for their overall 
quality of life according to 
the 2019 Citizen Satisfac- 
tion Survey, which was re- 
leased earlier this week. 

The results are based on 
responses of over 1,100 ran- 
domly selected Mississauga 
residents that were 18 years 
of age or older. The survey 
results showed 89 per cent 
of citizens rated their qual- 
ity of life in the city as ex- 
cellent or good, while 81 per 
cent of citizens are satisfied 
with the programs and 
services provided by the 
City. 

The survey gives residents 
a platform to share, voice 
and measure their satisfac- 
tion with municipal serv- 
ices, city operations, 
customer service and serv- 
ice delivery. This year’s sur- 
vey maintains a consistent 
and positive trend of strong 
results indicating that resi- 
dents recognize that the 
City is responsive in meet- 
ing their daily needs. 

“As Mayor of a diverse 
and flourishing city, I’m 
pleased to know that our 


citizen satisfaction rates re- 
main very strong and that 
our residents are proud to 
say they are from Missis- 
sauga,” said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “This demon- 
strates that we’re making 
the right decisions, along 
with investing in services 
and amenities that not only 
meet the needs of our resi- 
dents but ensure they enjoy 
a quality of life second to 
none.” 

Council and city staff use 
the findings of the survey to 
better understand the per- 
ceptions and attitudes of 
residents on a range of top- 
ics related to the City. This 
information helps to inform 
business planning activities. 

“These results help in- 
form the City’s direction 
and work to complement 
the overall goal of improv- 
ing and sustaining the qual- 
ity of life for residents. 
Based on this year’s survey 
results, affordable housing, 
transportation, the econ- 
omy, environment and 
safety are all priorities that 
are top of mind for our res- 
idents,” said city manager 
Janice Baker. 


“The results also help the 
City make strategic invest- 
ments, adapt to changing 
environments and plan for 
the future.” 

The survey also revealed 
that 92 per cent of citizens 
are satisfied with the job 
the City is doing to protect 
the environment, 90 per 
cent of citizens feel Missis- 
sauga is an open and wel- 
coming community, 89 per 
cent of citizens rate their 
quality of life in Missis- 
sauga as excellent or good, 
88 per cent of citizens say 
they are proud to say they 
are from Mississauga, 82 
per cent of citizens indi- 
cated they felt Mississauga’s 
diversity is one of its 
strengths, and 72 per cent 
of citizens are satisfied with 
the City’s municipal govern- 
ment. 

The 2019 Citizen Satisfac- 
tion Survey was performed 
by Forum Research Inc. on 
behalf of the City. It was 
conducted between June 3 
and 22, with 1,124 residents 
being surveyed. The survey 
happens every two years. 
The previous survey was 
conducted in 2017. 


Councillors and MPPs were 
on-hand to celebrate the 
grand opening of a new spe- 
ciality care centre last week 
in south Mississauga. 

Ward 1 councillor Stephen 
Dasko, MPPs Natalia 
Kusendova and Deepak 
Anand and members of the 
community helped cut the 
ribbon for the opening of One 
Heart Care, a new centre lo- 
cated on The Queensway, 
which a complete solution to 


diagnosis and treatment of 
heart disease for residents 
living in the local area. 

The site offers access to 
cardiology specialists’ care, 
including cardiac diagnostic 
testing. By hosting a number 
of cardiology-concentrated 
services under one roof, One 
Heart Medical Centre (One) 
provides both diagnosis and 
remedial treatments. 

The site was designed with 
careful planning and archi- 


-tectural design in mind, and 


promotes a venue is benefi- 
cial to both staff and rehabil- 
itating patients. 

The clinic is divided into 
four distinct, colour-coded 
zones. Each zone (or pod) of- 
fers a specific cardiovascular 
service and treatment. 


One Heart Care is located 
at 1000 Middlegate Road in 
Mississauga. (Submitted 
Photo) 
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Half-marathon set to boost Brampton in 2020 


Representatives from a 
number of different com- 
munity agencies in Bramp- 
ton teamed up to show 
their support for local 
sports last week, as the 
city announced a major 
marathon set to take place 
next June. 

The city will host the in- 
augural Brampton Half- 
Marathon on June 13 & 14, 
2020, bringing thousands 
of runners to the city core 
for two days of varied- 


length runs, exhibitor 
showcases and much, 
much more. 


Brampton is no stranger 
to local running events, 
having hosted the Don 
Doan Dash last month. The 
upcoming half-marathon 
is billed as the first of its 
kind, in partnership with 
Landmark Sport Group, 
the organizers of the 
neighbouring Mississauga 
Marathon. 

“We are excited to bring 
the very first city-run half 
marathon to Brampton in 
partnership with Land- 
mark Sport Group,” Mayor 
Patrick Brown told a crowd 
of onlookers during a 
launch event at Mount 
Pleasant Square. “Bramp- 


ton is a healthy and safe 
city. and we encourage res- 
idents of Brampton and 
everyone in the GTA and 
Ontario to come out in 
June to participate in what 
plans to be a fun-filled 
weekend of exercise and 
activities.” 

The race weekend will 
include a fun-filled week- 
end of events and activi- 
ties, starting with a 
Runners Expo on June 13. 

Runners will be able to 
visit exhibitor booths fea- 
turing sponsors, merchan- 
dise, running apparel and 
accessories, nutritional 
and fitness products, sam- 
ples and much more. 

The race begins on June 
14, 2020 at 8a.m., with 
runners having the option 
of a half marathon or 10k 
run. 

Mount Pleasant Village 
will be the site of both the 
start and finish lines, with 
runners and_ spectators 
being able to take in the 
historic Canadian Pacific 
Railway station. A single 
loop course will take run- 
ners through the west end 
of the city with beautiful 
farmland, along Heritage 
Road and past Lionhead 


Golf Course. 

The event will help sup- 
porting local charities in 
Brampton and Peel Region. 

Runners can help the ef- 
fort by fundraising and do- 
nating to a number of local 
charities that have an- 
nounced their affiliation 
with the half-marathon, 
including the Boys and 
Girls Club of Peel 
(bgcpeel.org), Free for All 
Foundation (ffaf.ca), Kay 
Blair Hospice (Knights 
Table (knightstable.org), 
Peel Children’s Aid Foun- 
dation (peelcaf.com), Peel 
Region Chapter of Autism 
O n t aor io 
(autismontario.com/chap- 
ters/peel-region), United 
Achievers’ Club of Bramp- 
t fe) n 
(unitedachieversclub.com) 
and Seva Food Bank (se- 
vafoodbank.com). 

United Achievers’ Club 
communications trustee 
Marjorie Taylor told Peel 
Weekly News that the an- 
nouncement was a signifi- 
cant and exciting new 
initiative for the city. 

“The United Achievers' 
Club of Brampton is 
pleased to be included 
among the first eight or- 


ganizations/charities that 
will be partnering with the 
City of Brampton in this 
1/2 marathon initiative in 
2020,” said Taylor. “As our 
Club celebrates its 40th 
year of establishment in 
the City of Brampton, we 
look forward to assisting 
in the promotion of as well 
as actively participating in 
this event. 

Elliott Kerr, the president 
of Landmark oss seems 


Staff Photos 


the world 
ace 


said that the organization 
is thrilled to be working 
with Mayor Brown and the 
city to bring a world-class 
walking and running event 
to the city.’The course will 
showcase the beauty and 
character of Brampton to 
not only Brampton resi- 
dents, but to participants 
from across the GTA, On- 
tario, Canada and enthusi- 
astic runners from all over 
” Kerr said. 


Brampton 
Half 


Marathon 


Individuals wishing to 
register for the marathon, 
or who are interested in 
volunteering, can do so on- 
line by visiting the event 
website at bramptonhalf- 
marathon.com. 

Online registration 
closes on Wednesday, June 
10, 2020 at 5 p.m. On-site 
registration will be avail- 
able if the race has not 
reached capacity. 


Popular basketball program cancelled due to cutbacks 


A popular weekly basket- 
ball program has been can- 
celled due to cutbacks by 
the Peel District School 
Board, a Brampton coun- 
cilor revealed last week. 

Regional councilor Gur- 
preet Singh Dhillon said 
that he has been forced to 
cancel the basketball pro- 
gram, which ran at Louise 
Arbour Secondary School, 
as a direct result of the 
province’s cuts to education, 
which impacted gym rentals 
at the school. 

“Tt is an unfortunate situ- 
ation for the kids,” said 
Dhillon, who told Peel 
Weekly News that he paid 
out-of-pocket for the weekly 
program, which was hosted 
free of charge since 2015, 
and was geared towards 


serving underprivileged 
youths in Brampton. A rise 
in gym rental fees from 
$4,000 to $16,000, directly 
impacted by the province’s 
deducations for school 
boards, forced him to end 
his funding. 

“IT ran this program for 
five years and paid from my 
own pocket, (but) the costs 
have become too much,” 
said Dhillon. “The program 
was a great way to connect 
to youth, and provide them 
a free, safe place to play 
away from drugs and gangs, 
while learning about leader- 
ship, fair play and sports- 
manship.” 

Dhillon said it was very 
bad news for the children, 
explaining that the program 
was a good way to keep up 


with the youthand provided 
them with the opportunity 
to play free in a safe envi- 
ronment. 

In a statement, the school 
board said that permits 
were provided for commu- 
nity use at a reduced rate by 
subsidizing operational and 
labour costs required for the 
permit, but has changed as 
a result of provincial cut- 
backs. 

“Due to reduced Ministry 
funding for the 2019-20 
school year and annual in- 
creases in labour and oper- 
ational costs, the Peel board 
is no longer able to subsi- 
dize permit fees and have 
made the difficult decision 
to increase fees to cover the 
costs associated with the 
permit,” the board ex- 


plained. “The Peel board is 
not profiting from these 
community permits. This 
increase is necessary to re- 
cover costs so that they can 
continue to provide pro- 
gramming to support stu- 
dent success and well-being 
in Peel schools.” 

Dhillon thanked the PDSB 
for the support they pro- 
vided, and said that he too 
could understand the cur- 
rent financial situation of 
the board due to the deduc- 
tions. 

He is urging young people 
interested in the program to 
keep an eye on the City of 
Brampton's website to find 
out where else they can 
partner for such a sports 
program in the city. 
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Colts clock Steelheads in first road game Br 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads took on the Barrie 
Colts on Saturday night in 
their first road game of the 
season. 

Carolina Hurricanes draft 
pick Ryan Suzuki opened the 
scoring in the first period on 
a turnover from the Steel- 
heads defence. 

Nathan Allensen added to 
the lead not too long after, 
as a wrist shot from the slot 
beat goaltender Kai Ed- 
monds. With Liam Ham in 
the box for cross-checking, 
Tyson Foerster found the 
back of the net to make it 3- 
0. Mississauga would head 
to the dressing room out- 
shooting Barrie 18-10. 

The goals kept coming for 
the Barrie Colts in the sec- 
ond period, as Luke Bignell 
scored on a breakaway to in- 
crease the lead to four. 

Tempers started to flare as 
the physical play ramped up, 
with both teams seeing the 
box for multiple penalties. 

With the play at 4-on-4, 
Richard Whittaker deflected 
a point shot from Liam Ham 
to beat goaltender Arturs 
Silovs. 

Thomas Harley cut the 
lead to 4-2 with a slapshot 
from the top of the faceoff 
circle, as the Steelheads con- 
tinued to push the pace of 
play heading into the third 
period. 
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The Colts struck first in 
the final frame, as Tyson Fo- 
erster beat Kai Edmonds up 
high for his fourth point of 
the game (2 goals, 2 assists). 

The Fish would have a 
huge opportunity to get 
back in the contest, as 
penalties to Brandt Clarke 
and Christopher Cameron 
gave them a two-man ad- 
vantage. 

Keean Washkurak would 
make no mistake, beating 
Silovs five-hole to make the 
score 5-3. Barrie would an- 
swer back, as Jason Wilms 
scored a powerplay goal and 
Tyson Forester completed 
his hat-trick to extend the 
lead to 4. 

Mississauga outshot Bar- 
rie 41-35, but ultimately fell 
by a score of 7-3. Steelheads 
2020 NHL Draft eligible 


prospects continued their 
impressive seasons, as 
James Hardie recorded six 
shots on goal and Ole 
Bjorgvik-Holm extended his 
point streak to three games. 

The action continues this 
weekend, as the Steelheads 
return home for a game 
against the Hamilton Bull- 
dogs at the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre, with the puck 
dropping at 7 p.m. 

On Sunday, Olympic Gold 
Medalist Natalie Spooner 
will be in attendance to cel- 
ebrate IIHF's World Girls 
Hockey Day. 

Spooner will be dropping 
the ceremonial puck to kick 
off the Sunday afternoon 
game, which will see the 
Fish square off against the 
Windsor Spitfires. 

The puck drops at 2 p.m. 
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Following the successful staging of the T20 
Global Canada cricket tournament this past 
August, Brampton is moving on a number of 
different initiatives to increase exposure to 
the sport and engage residents young and old 
to enjoy one of the city’s most popular activ- 


ities. 


Cricket is a hugely popular sport in Bramp- = 
ton, with the most cricket fields (12 major 
and 4 minor) per capita in Ontario and 


Canada! 


The city revealed earlier this week that it 
has completed upgrades and expansions on 
a number of different cricket fields through- 


out the city. 


- The Teramoto Park cricket field now has 
nighttime LED lighting that covers the entire 


ampton goes cricket crazy 


This dedicated cricket-only field also has 
upgraded spectator seating, and a digital 
scoreboard will soon be installed to enhance 
this unique cricket site. In a statement, the 
city that the new lighting upgrade means it 
can host more competitive cricket tourna- 


ments in Brampton. 


The new full-size cricket field at 
407/Dixie Park is complete. The newly ren- 
ovated pitch will provide players with an en- 


hanced experience. 


- The new full-size cricket field at Gore 
Meadows Community Centre is almost com- 
plete. Future plans for Gore Meadows also 


include two more cricket fields with turf 


field - a first of its kind for a full-size cricket 


field in Canada. 


wickets and one field will have stadium-style 
seating and a clubhouse with lighting. 


Major Arena League soccer set for six-city tour 


by Alex Gregory 


MetroStars Canada will 
embark on the next step of 
its journey to bring major 
arena soccer to cities 
across the country this fall, 
as it kicks off a six-city 
tour with exciting action 
featuring major Canadian 
soccer talent. 

Gladiator Sports Media 
Entertainment Corp., the 
owners of the MetroStars 
brand, have been approved 
to play 12 neutral site 
league home games in six 
different venues across 
southern Ontario. 

The Major Arena Soccer 
League (MASL) has long 
recognized the potential of 
the Canadian market, and 
believe this will help stim- 
ulate interest and growth 
in professional arena soc- 
cer in Canada. 

MASL told Peel Weekly 
News Wednesday that it is 
committed to the expan- 
sion of professional arena 
soccer across Canada. 


"This is an exciting time 
for Major Arena Soccer, as 
we seek to expand the 
game to new legions of 
fans," said Serge Giancola, 
president of Metrostars 
Canada. 

Gladiator Sports Media 
Entertainment Corp., 
Canadian sports and en- 
tertainment enterprise, is 
the ownership group be- 
hind the MetroStars fran- 
chise. 

The sports group opened 
its first franchise team, the 
Mississauga MetroStars, in 
2018, and played a full sea- 
son at the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre. 

Supported by Canadian 
and international talent, 
the team played in the 
MASL’s Eastern Division, 
alongside Utica City FC, 
Harrisburg Heat and the 
defending champion Balti- 
more Blast. 

MASL has enjoyed a 
rapid expansion over the 


last decade, both in emerg- 
ing and established sports 
markets, with teams such 
as the Dallas Sidekicks (re- 
established in 2018), 
Mesquite Outlaws 
(2019/20) and Rochester 
Lancers (re-established in 
2019) set to make their 
mark on cities across the 
United States. 

This fall, the MetroStars 
will extend their goal of 
bringing Major Arena Soc- 
cer League to multiple 
cities across southern On- 
tario, with a number of 
neutral site games to be 
hosted in key markets 
alongside global entertain- 
ment sponsors. 

The cities chosen for the 
neutral site games include 
St. Catherines (Meridian 
Centre), Kingston (Leon's 
Centre) , Oshawa (Tribute 
Communities Centre), 
Windsor (WFCU Centre), 
Sarnia (Progressive Auto 
Sales Centre), and Bramp- 


ton (CAA Centre). 

"The upcoming games 
will provide a chance for 
soccer fans in marquee 
cities throughout southern 
Ontario the chance to 
enjoy fast-paced, world- 
class soccer with a lineup 
of talent and management 
that can't be found any- 
where else," said Giancola, 
who also thanked Missis- 


sauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie and the City of 
Mississauga for their sup- 
port of Major Arena 
League Soccer and the 
team's inaugural season. 
"From day one, Missis- 
sauga championed the 
cause of hosting major 
arena league soccer within 
the city, and we are grate- 
ful for their continued help 


and support," said Gian- 
cola, who said that the 
team will look at bringing 
additional partnership and 
game opportunities to the 
city over the coming 
months. 

Further announcements 
regarding game sponsors 
and staff/player lineups 
are expected to be revealed 
in the coming days. 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
TOWN OF CALEDON ~=INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Mayors 
Business Luncheon 


October 25 Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
11:30-1:30p.m. 15430 Innis Lake Road 


Keynote: 
Building your Dream: 
Building your Community 


ae 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Revamped Brampton theatre re-opens with fanfare 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Residents and dignitaries 
turned out in droves this 
past weekend to mark the 
re-opening of one of 
Brampton’s signature per- 
forming arts venues. 

The official re-opening of 


the Lester B. Pearson The- 
atre, located in the Bramp- 
ton Civic Centre, kicked off 
Saturday with a vibrant 
performance by Nicole 
Chambers and ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremony. 


Mayor Patrick Brown, 
along with Councillors Gur- 
preet Dhillon, Rowena San- 
tos, Paul Vicente, Jeff 
Bowmanand Charmaine 
Williams, joined to capture 
the official reopening of the 


theatre, which was held as 
part of Doors Open, an ini- 
tiative that ran throughout 
the region and the province, 
and saw various heritage 
sites open up for public 
tours and activities. 

Brampton is investing in 
arts, culture and commu- 
nity spaces with the $2.6 
million revitalization of the 
theatre. 

The remarkable venue 
now boasts enhanced ac- 
cessibility, and health and 
safety features, upgraded 
technical equipment and 
created a more attractive, 
welcoming space, con- 
tributing to the connectivity 
of the city's cultural ecol- 
ogy. 

The ceremony was an ex- 
cellent opportunity for vis- 
itors to meet the architects 
behind the redevelopment, 
Lebel & Bouliane, and have 
a tour of the upgraded facil- 
ity. 

Alive performance by 
Nicole Chambers from BVO 
Entertainment was enjoyed 


by many Bramptonians. 
Through the city's Vision 
2040 and the Culture Mas- 
ter Plan, Brampton has es- 
tablished a 
community-driven vision 
for the future of arts and 
culture in the local area. 
These guiding documents 
call for investment in cul- 


tural and community 
spaces, including LBP 
Brampton. 


The venue was closed in 
Dec. 2018 to undergo the 
transformation, and con- 
struction began in Febru- 
ary. 

The venue is_ fully 
equipped with state-of-the- 
art audio and lighting sys- 
tems, fixed seating with an 
emphasis on accessibility, 
completely accessible back- 
stage facilities, including a 
universal washroom, a con- 
veniently located quick- 
change room, and spacious 
dressing rooms. 

This full-service venue in- 
cludes a box office, usher 
and front of house services, 


technical staff, and an avail- 
able concession sales area. 

The redesigned lobby area 
not only makes LBP a more 
appealing venue, but will 
also serve as a community 
gathering place for all visi- 
tors to the Civic Centre. 

This is the place to go if 
you want to watch live 
plays and performances. 
Kids, youth, and adults alike 
have great performances 
here. 

The theatre is located 
right across from the Bra- 
malea City Centre, next to 
the bus terminal. 

It is easy to access, as 
various services are also ac- 
cessible. No need to walk 
too far. 

The Chinguacousy Li- 
brary is located nearby, as 
well as the William's Cafe 

Since 1973, the theatre 
has been home to many 
performing arts groups and 
organizations in Brampton. 


Legendary comedian inducted to Caledon Walk of Fame 


It was a “legendary” trib- 
ute in Caledon as one half 
of a beloved comedy duo 
was inducted into the Cale- 
don Walk of Fame. 

Friends, family, digni- 
taries and members of the 
public honoured classic co- 
median Johnny Wayne at a 
ceremony which included 
tributes, fond remem- 
brances and the unveiling 
of a commemorative stone. 

Wayne joins the ranks of 
other distinguished Cale- 
don inductees such as 
painter Cory Trépanier, 
filmmaker Normal Jewi- 
son, writer Farley Mowat, 
builder Conn Smythe and 
the founders of the 
McMichael Canadian Col- 
lection in nearby Klein- 
burg, Robert and Signe 
McMichael. 

“Growing up, I remember 
Wayne and Shuster as one 
of those things that made 


up who we are as Canadi- 
ans,” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “It’s an honour 
to recognize in a small way 
the talent and the commit- 
ment and the legacy of 
Johnny Wayne, someone 
who has brightened the 
lives of generations of 
Canadians.” 

“Tt’s so special for me and 
my family to be honoured 
in this beautiful way,” said 
Johnny’s son, Brian Wayne. 

“Having my father’s 
name alongside such great 
names here in Caledon 
would bring a smile to his 
face. Caledon was near and 
dear to both my mother 
and father.” 

Johnny Wayne is best 
known as half of the 
Wayne and Shuster com- 
edy team, entertaining 
decades of Canadians 
through radio and televi- 
sion. 


The duo achieved 
tremendous success 
throughout Canada and the 
US, becoming the most fre- 
quently recurring guests 
on the Ed Sullivan Show. 

Wayne and Shuster have 
been honoured at the Gem- 
ini Awards, received the 
Margaret Collier Award 
and have been inducted 
into Canada’s Walk of 
Fame. 

Johnny and his wife Beat- 
rice lived in the local area, 
working with Caledon 
Community Services, the 
Albion Bolton Agricultural 
Society and many other 
community groups to help 
bring smiles, joy and 
laughter to their friends 
and neighbours. 

The Caledon Walk of 
Fame was initiated in 1999 
for the purpose of honour- 
ing past and present Cale- 
don residents who have 


made a significant contri- 
bution to the quality of life 
locally, nationally and in- 
ternationally. 

The Caledon Walk of 


Fame is situated in the 
Trans Canada Trail Pavilion 
Park on the west side of 
Airport Road in Caledon 
East. A stone is placed in 


honour of each recipient 
during a formal Walk of 
Fame ceremony, held an- 
nually when there is a 
quale nominee. 
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CBS holds star-studded launch for local studio 


It was an “out of this 
world” experience. 

Local dignitaries joined 
with representatives from 
CBS last Thursday to mark 
the official opening and 
ribbon-cutting for a major 
production studio in Mis- 
sissauga. 

CBS Stages Canada, lo- 
cated in the city’s north 
end, boasts nearly 300,00 
square feet of studio space, 
and is planned to be ground 
zero for the city’s burgeon- 
ing film and television in- 
dustry. 

“This is a great day for 
us, and one thats been a 
long time coming, said CBS 
Television Studios presi- 
dent David Stapf, who was 
on-hand with cast mem- 
bers from two shows that 
will film at the facility, Star 
Trek: Discovery and In The 
Dark, as well as members 
of the local and interna- 
tional community, to cele- 
brate the launch. 

The new studio repre- 
sents part of a major push 
for Mississauga to become 
a hub for film and televi- 
sion investment in the re- 
gion, following the 
announcement of Whites 
Studios, which will open an 
office space on Edwards 
Boulevard early next year. 

The city is also pushing to 
host four other studios 
within the city by next 
year, though talks are still 
ongoing. 

Mayor Bonnie Crombie, 
who spoke at Thursday’s 
launch, said she couldn’t be 
happy to see the production 
studio opening a location in 
Mississauga. 

“I couldn't be more 
thrilled to be opening the 
doors to CBS _ Stages 
Canada... as the second 
busiest filming location in 
the province, Mississauga 
is quickly becoming known 
as ‘Studio City North.” 

The new facility will also 
boast job creation in the 
local are and bring more in- 
vestment to the city, she 
told the assembled guests. 

“Tm proud that our City’s 
efforts over the past year to 
land this major investment 
in Mississauga have finally 
paid off,’ Crombie said. 

The facility is billed as 
the first of its kind, offering 
approximately 20,000 
square feet of production 
offices, in-house set areas 
and workshops, capable of 
supporting large-scale tele- 
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vision and film produc- 
tions. 

In addition to new studio 
space, the city said in a 
statement that it’s Film Of- 
fice continues to grow ex- 
ponentially, with revenue 
generated from filming ac- 
tivity growing by 25 per 
cent over the last two 
years. 

The city has been a main- 
stay for local and interna- 
tional productions, with 
works such as Amazon 
Prime’s The Boys, IT: Chap- 
ter 2 and Hulu’s The Hand- 
maid’s Tale are shooting 
scenes in Mississauga. 

The studio currently pro- 
duces 70 series for various 
platforms, including CBS 
Television Network, the All 
Access streaming service 
and The CW. Several shows 
are currently shot in the re- 
gion, with both Discovery 
and In The Dark filmed at 
Pinewood Studios Toronto. 

CBS has been producing 
content in Ontario since 
2002, which led to an even- 
tual realization by the stu- 
dio that it needed 
additional production 
space in the area. Making 
the move to Mississauga 
was the right choice, said 
Stapf. 

“Mississauga, with its 
strong production infra- 
structure and long history 
of crafts expertise, was the 
perfect location for our in- 
ternational expansion,” he 
said. 

Stapf explained that the 
studio wants to create con- 
tent that “resonates” with 
viewers, and having a 
strong stable of local and 
international talent and a 
location that is in close 
proximity to services and 
facilities like the nearby 
Pearson Airport, will be a 
boon for local and regional 
business. 

“Tt was more than just an 
incentive to shoot... it was 
also about the people,” said 
Stapf, who acknowledged 
many of the actors who ap- 
peared for Thursday’s 
launch, including Discovery 
stars Michelle Yeoh, 
Sonequa Martin-Green, 
Wilson Cruz, Anthony Rapp 
and Mary Wiseman, and In 
The Dark's Perry Mattfeld, 
Brooke Markham and 
Casey Deidrick. 

CBS is a global company 
that has had a storied his- 
tory and broad footprint 
throughout Canada, both as 


a producer and distributor, 
added CBS Global Distribu- 
tion Group president Ar- 
mando Nufiez. 

“With the addition of the 
new studio space, we will 
be able to diversify and ex- 
pand in ways that were not 
previously possible,” he 
said. 

Ontario Economic Devel- 
opment Minister Vic Fedeli 
also praised the project, 
saying it was the latest ex- 
ample of the growing suc- 
cess the province sees in 
the film and television in- 
dustry. 

“Our government is mak- 
ing Ontario open for busi- 
ness and open for jobs,” 
said Fedeli. “We are com- 
mitted to providing stabil- 
ity and support to ensure 
this key Ontario industry 
can compete and remain a 
leading destination for in- 
vestment and job creation.” 

According to a handout 
provided by the studio, the 
structure was built in 2003 
and originally served as a 
warehouse for Kraft 
Canada, located on 12 acres 
of property. 

The studio later spent “a 
substantial investment” to 
convert the facility to a 
soundstage, with six fully- 
insulated stages ranging 
from 28,700 to 15,800 
square feet. 

The facility is located in- 
side all union boundaries 
for film and television pro- 
duction, and will create a 
direct local production 
spend (labour and services) 
of over $200 million annu- 
ally. 

Daily employment 
through productions at the 
facility will exceed 300 
people per day when at ca- 
pacity, and a combination 
of mentorship and youth 
employment programs, will 
be developed with union 
andguild partners, the stu- 
dio explained. 

The grand opening is 
proof that the strategy to 
grow the city’s creative in- 
dustries is working, said 
Crombie. 

“We are a place where 
companies choose to grow, 
invest and where arts, cul- 
ture and heritage thrive... I 
want to thank CBS Televi- 
sion Studios for choosing to 
do business in Mississauga 
and for the positive impact 
this investment will have 
on our local economy,” she 
added. 


, : EEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Have you noticed how na- 
ture is changing and so are 
we? 

Even though we don’t 
make a conscious effort 
when seasons change, there 
is a change within us. 

There is less light now and 
we are slowing down. This 
is said to be the time of re- 
flection in the yearly cycle. 

Flowers are not growing 
as strong as in the mid-sum- 
mer climate. They are at the 
end of their cycle. Trees are 
changing and evergreens 
are producing their pine 
cones. Grass is still green 
but it doesn’t grow as fast. 

Autumn is the last of the 
earthly growth cycle, and 
things are being prepared to 
end to start again. 

We have harvest now. 
What were you doing last 
year at this time? Do you re- 
member? What was going 
on? What were you hoping 
for and did it come true this 
year? What newness came 
about in the year? 

In olden times, this is 
when we prepared for win- 
ter. We canned the newly 
harvested vegetables, gath- 
ered seeds and prepared 
ourselves for the colder 
darker weather. 

We knit warmth into our 
clothes. We gathered the 
field’s harvest and stored it 
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in the barn or wherever it 
was kept. 

We never had constant 
light like we have now. 
Darkness signaled sleep and 
rest. We go into the dark- 
ness now and animals pre- 
pare also to hibernate. They 
gather and store. 

Who told them? They just 
know. Plants grow under- 
ground now to regenerate in 
the spring. 

This is our time also for 
introspection to nurture our 
spirits for regenerating in 
the spring. This is a natural 
inclination with nature and 
of course, with us. 

It is also a wonderful time 
to imagine yourself planting 
seeds for the future. What 
do you want to come true 
next harvest time? Where 
do you see yourself? 

Plant and cultivate well, 
date it and put it away until 
next harvest time, and be 
amazed how you _ have 
changed and so have your 
circumstances. 

I often talk about using 
nature in meditations. Use 
the season you are in and go 
for a scavenger hunt to cel- 
ebrate what is going on. 

Gather different nature 
products like a pine cone, 
maple leaf, flower, feather, 
and so much more and add 
it to your space. 


Set them up in your medi- 
tative space. Learn to ap- 
preciate what each season 
brings to your life. 

The more you learn to ap- 
preciate, the better you will 
feel and then can handle 
what life hands you. 

Next, journal the seasons 
and what is going on. Win- 
ter (a time of hibernation 
and germinating your 
seeds) - walk in the snow or 
a beautiful snowfall. Hear 
and feel the scrunch of the 
snow as you walk along. 

Spring (a time of blossom- 
ing and rejuvenation) - 
walk in nature and see it 
awakening after the winter 
and marvel at all the new 
growth sprouting. Animals 
are awakening after the 
winter. 

Summer (forces of nature 
reach its peak of the annual 
cycle and stir up transfor- 
mation and transmutation 
at this time). What does 
summer mean for you? 
Walk beside the ocean or 
water source and know its 
greatness. 

Fall (the Spiritual year 
ends, so plant your seeds for 
next year) changing our- 
selves through nature - 
leaves change colour and 
fall, trees transform, squir- 
rels scurrying, harvest 
foods, cooler temperatures, 
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Health and Wellness - Summer’s End 


flowers change and start to 
dry up, harvest moon, hay 
bales, farms’ changes, 
Thanksgiving, Hallowe’en, 
dry leaves blowing on the 
wind, etc. Nature strips 
down to start again. 

Use nature to help dis- 
cover your inner source 
which helps give you a sense 
of yourselves. Take a walk 
at this time and watch the 
scurrying of the squirrels 
and appreciate nature’s 
process. Learn to relax, 
enjoy and use the process. 

Reduce stress through 


these practices - the won- 
derful thing is that it is free. 


No cost to you but to learn 
how you can change and 
enjoy the seasonal mo- 
ments. 

Enjoy the leaves turning 
from green to yellow, red 
and all sorts of colours. It is 
free! Where else could you 
have this artist rendition of 
nature right in front of you? 

The air changes to cooler 
and then colder. The sky is 
different and sunrises and 
sunsets happen at different 
times now. 

Darkness descends and 
gives us an opportunity to 
appreciate the restful times. 
Don’t waste it. 


Use it and put away your 
electronic devices more 
often. The food you eat is 
different - more substantial 
and hardier. The clothes 
your wear change from 
lighter to heavier to protect 
from the cold. We change to 
winter tires. 

So many changes, but that 
is what is best about our 
country. We have four sea- 
sons - four differences to 
enjoy in our seasons. 

I know I love the differ- 
ences. Accommodate them. 

Take the time to love the 
season you are in. It gives 
us individuality. Enjoy! 


New app brings accessibility to transit 


by Alex Gregory 


Brampton Transit and 
TransHelp are teaming up to 
increase accessibility and in- 
clusiveness with a new app. 

The initiative, which 
launched last week at the 
Region of Peel’s biweekly 
council meeting, will see the 
two entities ally to promote 
MagnusCards, a free mobile 
app that teaches users a va- 
riety of life skills through 
downloadable guides. 

Newly sworn-in Peel Po- 
lice Chief Nishan Duraiap- 
pah, Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, Peel Re- 
gional Chair Nando Ian- 
nicca, counciillors and 
representatives from Tran- 
sHelp were on-hand to 
launch the app, which 
pvides step-by-step guid- 
ance. 

The city is committed to 
having an accessible transit 
system, said Brown, which 


includes equal opportunities 
to take transit. 

“(The app) will provide 
easy access to residents and 
visitors who might find it 
challenging to use transit in 
Brampton and in Peel,” 
Brown said Thursday. 

Brampton Transit has 
seven card decks available 
for download: Fares and 
PRESTO, Planning Your 
Trip, How to Ride the Bus, 
How to Transfer Buses, Rid- 
ing the Bus with Your Acces- 
sibility Device, Riding 
Safely, and Staying Up To 
Date. 

TransHelp has six card 
decks available for down- 
load: How to Book a Trip, 
How to Pay for Your Trip, 
Get Ready on Trip Day, Rid- 
ing on TransHelp, Travelling 
Beyond Peel’s Borders, and 
How to Buy and Use Taxi 
Scrip. 


The new app is part of an 
ongoing strategy to create 
and share inclusive informa- 
tion for those with cognitive 
special needs and those who 
are new to Brampton’s tran- 
sit system. 

This milestone partner- 
ship is a pivotal step to- 
wards continuing to make 
Peel a “Community for Life”, 
said Iannicca. 

“The needs of residents 
are diverse, so our supports 
must be inclusive. We are 
delighted to partner with 
the City of Brampton on an 
initiative that will increase 
travel options for all and 
help residents gain inde- 
pendence,” said Iannicca in 
a statement. 

For more information 
about the app and where to 
download the guides, visit 
the Brampton Transit web- 
site at bramptontransit.com. 
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PWN Was There - Opening of CBS Studios Canada 
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The British Invasion takes over Mississauga at fundraising gala 


The British Invasion 
has arrived. 

One of Mississauga’s 
biggest fundraising galas 
will take place on Nov. 
21, as the Mississauga 
Arts Council (MAC) 
brings the music of leg- 
endary British bands to 
the city during the 
British Invasion Mas- 
querade Ball. 

Following a successful 
fundraising event hosted 
last year at the Missis- 
sauga Convention Cen- 
tre, featuring marquee 
talent with a masquer- 
ade theme, the signature 
event returns with the 
music of the swinging 
Sixties, featuring trib- 
utes to The Beatles, The 
Rolling Stones, The Who 
and many more! 

The gala, hosted by 
Mississauga Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie, will bring 
MAC’s fundraising en- 
deavours to new heights, 
with plans for an excit- 
ing evening filled with 
live entertainment, a 
three-course dinner 
paired with wine, silent 
and live auctions and 
much more. 


“We do benefit galas 
differently because ours 
are celebrations of tal- 
ent,” MAC board presi- 
dent Jeannette Chau told 
Peel Weekly News during 
last year’s event, which 
honoured the history of 
Motown Records with a 
live performance by Lib- 
erty Silver and an all- 
star cast of musician. 

Each themed gala fea- 
tures the best home- 
grown Mississauga 
talent, live and silent 
auctions and _ political 
leaders joining forces to 
support Mississauga’s 
arts community. The 
funds raised by the gala 
helps support current 
and future programming 
for local artists. 

More than 500 guests 
attended last year’s 
event, and this year’s 
gala promises to be even 
bigger, with a special 
performance by one of 
the city’s hottest bands, 
The Dreamboats, who 
will perform classic 
songs by The Beatles. 

MAC will also present 
the second annual Arts 
for Health award to a 


Mississauga-based  or- 
ganization which pro- 
vides people with 
life-changing creative 
opportunities that im- 
prove mental, emotional 
and physical health. 
“Mississauga needs to 
find and develop its arts 
patron class of support- 
ive residents who appre- 
ciate how important 


creative expression is to 
the quality of life we all 
enjoy and are willing to 
contribute to,” MAC ex- 
ecutive director Mike 
Douglas told Peel Weekly 
News. 

The role of creative ex- 
pression in the building 
of any city’s character 
has been at the core of 
the Mississauga Arts 


Council’s agenda since 
1981. 

MAC has been develop- 
ing and helping to grow 
participation, recogni- 
tion and rewards for 
artists across all disci- 
plines. 

The British Invasion 
Masquerade Ball is set to 
be an_ unforgettable 
night of music, dancing 


and supporting Missis- 
sauga’s creative commu- 
nity. 

Tickets are $150 each 
for the event, which be- 
gins at 6 p.m. Tables of 
10 are also available. 

For more information 
or tickets, visit the event 
website at missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com/br 
itishinvasion2019. 


Eating samosas for a good 


Cause 


Local samosa_ chain 
Chaska will be serving up 
food for a great cause for 
the next month at its three 
locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area. 

From Oct. 1 - 31, Chaska 
will donate proceeds from 
its popular samosas to Tril- 
lium Health Partners, 
which serves patients at its 
three main sites, including 
Credit Valley Hospital, Mis- 
sissauga Hospital and 
Queensway Health Centre. 

Naveen Seth, CEO of 
Chaska, chose to hold this 
fundraiser to honour the 
memory of his mother, 
Sarla Seth, a passionate 
cook whose personal recipe 
for samosas lives on at the 
restaurant. 

While samosas are a sta- 
ple on menus at Indian 
restaurants across Canada, 
they can often be some- 
what bland and flavour- 
less. the local chain has 
earned rave reviews for its 
trademark samosas _ be- 
cause of Sarla’s authentic 


recipe and cooking tech- 
nique. 

Trillium Health Partners 
is important to the Seth 
family, as Sarla received 
care at Credit Valley Hospi- 
tal before she passed away 
on Mar. 3, 2019. 

Seth spent a lot of time 
with his mother at the hos- 
pital. Even though his 
mother was going through 
various cancer treatments, 
she always made sure staff 
were well fed. 

“Food and the idea of 
eating together meant a lot 
to my mom so she was al- 
ways asking us to bring in 
meals and treats for the 
nurses and other staff 
members while she was in 
the hospital,” says Seth. 

Chaska now has three lo- 
cations, having opened a 
new restaurant in North 
York on Sep. 24. 

For more information on 
the fundraiser, visit the 
Chaska website at 
chaska.com. 
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Historian honoured at walk of fame ceremony 


by Alex Gregory 


It was a hometown 
homecoming for friends 
and family of a famous Peel 
historian last week, as the 
latest entrant to the 
Brampton Arts Walk of 
Fame was inducted. 

More than 30 guests 
packed into the historic 
Peel County Courthouse, 
located within the Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum = and 
Archives building (PAMA) 
to honour the life and ac- 
complishments of William 
Perkins Bull, a multi-disci- 
plinary lawyer who ar- 
guably laid the 
groundwork for Peel Re- 
gion, via a comprehensive 
series of books that chron- 
icled historic events, peo- 
ple, places and much more. 

“He lived life and he took 
risks,” said Marty Brent, 
the manager of PAMA, who 
spoke to the audience 
about Bull’s work and rele- 
vance to the local area. 

Born in 1870 in what is 
now known as_ the 
Downsview neighbourhood 
in Toronto, Bull lived a 
unique and varied life, 
working in various roles as 
a lawyer, philanthropist, 


historian, business owner 
and soldier, among others, 
until his passing in 1948. 

While Bull’s “magnum 
opus” may have been a 13- 
volume series, the Perkins 
Bull Historical Series, 
which sought to chronicle 
all manner of history in 
what eventually became 
Peel Region, Bull owned 
and operated several busi- 
nesses, including a conva- 
lescent hospital for 
soldiers during World War 
I alongside his wife, Maria. 

Bull had an impressive 
collection of friends and 
associates he networked 
and did business with, in- 
cluding Prime Ministers 
and members of the British 
Royal Family. 

Yet, it was a car accident 
- and the prompting of 
Maria - that led Bull to cre- 
ate the 13-volume series, as 
he wanted to capture the 
historical foundation of 
Peel County, as seen from 
his home in south Bramp- 
ton. 

“What others might have 
seen as mundane, he saw 
as of cultural and historical 
significance,” said PAMA 


historian Jim Leonard, who 
detailed several items 
amassed as part of a collec- 
tion of items related to 
Bull’s life, including an un- 
finished draft for an auto- 
biography, historical 
pictures of roads through- 
out Peel County. 

A tribute video featuring 
interviews with Bull’s de- 
scendants was also un- 
veiled during the 
ceremony, which will be 
played in regular rotation 
at PAMA. 

Bull’s grandsons, Profes- 
sor Thomas Symons and 
Sir George Bull, the latter 
of whom travelled to 
Brampton from England 
alongside his wife in Eng- 
land, were also on-hand to 
pay tribute to the man who 
they said influenced their 
lives. 

“I’m proud to walk in the 
footsteps of my grandfa- 
ther,” said George, who 
told the assembled guests 
that while he didn’t have 
many opportunities to in- 
teract with Bull, the impact 
the latter made on his life 
was profound. 

Symons, who later be- 


came the founding presi- 
dent of Trent University, 
said that Bull’s life and ca- 
reer was shaped by his 
thirst for and pursuit of 
knowledge. 

“History was a personal 
experience for him,” 
Symons said during his 
speech. 

Following the ceremony, 


guests viewed additional 
artifacts from PAMA’s 
Perkins Bull Collection, in- 
cluding the 13-volume His- 
torical Series. 

Last Thursday’s induc- 
tion ceremony was the lat- 
est in the series, which 
celebrates artists and cre- 
ators who hail from 
Brampton or have spent 


their formative years in the 
city 

The Arts Walk of Fame 
highlights the incredible 
creative talent within the 
city, said Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“Individuals like (Bull) 
inspire others to make 
their mark,” he said. 


Last Tuesday, dozens 
of residents “marked 
their green thumbs” to 
help the environment 
and recognize National 
Tree Day during a spe- 
cial event held to mark 
the occasion in Bramp- 
ton. 

The city, in partner- 


SER igs oy é HY 
ship with the Toronto 
Region Conservation Au- 
thoriry § (TRCA) organ- 
ized a one-day goal to 
plant 100 trees at Cen- 
tennial Park, in advance 
of the national initiative 
on Sep. 25. 

Mayor Patrick Brown, 
city councillor Jeff Bow- 


man and committed vol- 
unteers were out bright 
and early to help plant 
the trees, part of a larger 
goal to help beautify the 
city and add beautifica- 
tion to natural areas. 
The event preceded a 
similar event which was 
hosted by Credit Valley 


Conservation (CVC) this 
past weekend in Sid 
Manser Park, as well as 
a nearby _ initiative 
hosted by the City of 
Mississauga as part of 
their One Million Trees 
program. 

National Tree Day in 
Canada is a meaningful 


National Tree Day celebrated as residents roll their sleeves up 


2 gris ; 
way to recognize the 
positive impact that 
trees have on the lives of 
residents, and a celebra- 
tion of all that they have 
to offer, from cleaning 
the air to providing 
wildlife habitation. 

In a news release, the 
City of Brampton said 


that an average of ap- 


proximately 42,000 
trees have been planted 
annually over the last 
five years. 


(Submitted Photos) 
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Think positively instead of responding negatively 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Brampton is a diverse, 
cosmopolitan, and vibrant 
place to live. It's Canada's 
second-fastest-growing and 
the ninth largest City. 
Brampton residents repre- 
sent more than 150 different 
cultures and speak more 
than 60-70 languages. 

The province has desig- 
nated Brampton as an urban 
growth area, and by 2031, 
the City's population is ex- 
pected to grow to 725,000. 
Brampton has positioned it- 
self as a global economic 
contender. Home to more 
than 8,000 businesses, the 
city enjoys a Triple 'A' credit 
rating by Standard and 
Poor’s. 

As crime happens all over 
the globe, Brampton has at- 
tracted a disproportionate 
amount of attention for a 
string of violent incidents. 

Yet, Brampton is still safer 
and much better than many 
other cities. 

Period. 

People need to stop down- 
playing and over-criticizing 
it with no facts. Every city 
has some bad apples that 
are prone to higher crime 


due to unfortunate factors 
like poverty or a lack of ed- 
ucation. Most of the time, 
these are systemic failures 
rather than an ethnic com- 
munity issue. 

Every citizen should have 
the opportunity to go to 
work and school, and eat a 
proper and healthy meal. 

There will always be cer- 
tain individuals who opt 
into the wrong path and get 
into drugs and crime, in- 
stead of focusing on school- 
ing, business, work and 
being successful. 

These 'bad apples' don't 
make the entire city or a 
community a "dump", as 
some people think they are. 
We have a Canadian justice 
system in place that needs 
to act appropriately to 
tackle these bad apples and 
put them on the right place. 

As everywhere else in the 
world, Brampton is a beau- 
tiful city with good and not- 
so-good people. 

However, if we work to- 
gether, support the people 
who genuinely have the guts 
to stand up to those about to 
turn our communities into 


high harm areas, we will be 
amazed by what we can ac- 
complish. 

Violent crime in Brampton 
is up sharply in 2018. 
Whether it is increased gun 
violence, intimate partner 
incidents, or murder, rob- 
beries the trends are going 
in the wrong direction. 

Peel Police is our front- 
line defense in responding 
to violent incidents, but how 
do we prevent them from 
happening in the first place? 

According to the Peel Po- 
lice 2018 Annual Report, 
there were 26 homicide vic- 
tims in 2018, which is an in- 
crease of 63 per cent since 
2017. 

There were also 242 vic- 
tims of stabbings in the year, 
an increase of 55 percent 
since 2017. Around 53 peo- 
ple were victims of shoot- 
ings, which accounts for a 
rise of 33 percent. 

Gun violence has also 
been a major problem for 
Peel Police. In 2018, police 
seized 459 firearms and in- 
vestigated 504 _ potential 
shootings, which is an in- 
crease of 18 percent since 


2017. 

Many Brampton residents 
have expressed their frus- 
tration and now so has the 
mayor. Recently, Mayor 
Patrick Brown took to Twit- 
ter to state that Toronto's 
crime is spilling into Peel 
Region. 

"Tam sick and tired of 416 
gang activity spilling over 
into Peel Region,” said 
Brown. “We still have not 
received any of the gun and 
gang funding that Toronto 
and Ottawa received. This is 
yet another reminder that 
gang activity doesn't respect 
postal codes. The province 
needs to look at the bigger 
picture." 

Take it on yourselves to be 
an excellent example for 
your neighbors and kids. Do 
good and be kind. 

Stop fingerpointing, and 
ask yourselves if the way 
you think, behave, interact 
and act in society is some- 
thing that you would like 
your kids to emulate - not 
only the kids, but adults as 
well. 

If you see that there are 
many things you would not 
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want them to do, then start 
making those changes your- 
self. If you want to clean the 
country, you must start 
from your own house. 
Spreading negativity in- 
stead of thinking about pos- 
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itive actions will not yield 
any progress, so take the re- 
sponsibility as a citizen to 
do everything to contribute 
positively to the society and 
the growth of the city and 
our beautiful country. 
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Thousands flock to Taste of Cooksville festival 


Residents flocked to Cooksville last week for an inaugural 
festival in the heart of the city. 


The first-ever Taste of Cooksville festival saw more than 
10,000 visitors visit Dundas and Hurontario to check out 
food vendors, live entertainment and plenty of sights cele- 
brating the heritage of the local area. 


Dundas between Hurontario and Camilla Road was trans- 
formed into a lively town square, complete with flowers, 
plants and local restaurants spilling onto the sidewalk. 
The event also included a ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
Ward 7 councillor Dipika Damerla, Mayor Bonnie Crombie, 
and other dignitaries in attendance. 


The event included plenty of representation from local ven- 
dors, as well as $5 food specials. The event brought to the 
forefront the hidden gems of Cooksville - the numerous 
eateries that are tucked away in the nooks and corners of 
Dundas and Hurontario, also known as “the 5 and 10”. 


The inaugural Taste of Cooksville was a huge success, said 
organizers, who have expressed interest in running the 
event next year. (Submitted Photos) 
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Dance to the Music from the 30s, 40s, 50s and 60s 
with the George Lake BIG Band 
and Little Peter and the Elegants 


8:00 to 12:00 Dancing 
Port Credit Legion, Br. 82 (upstairs) 35 Front 3t. N., Mississauga 
For Information call: Peter Toller 905-274-6131or Steve Pettator 905-767-2516 


Tickets $30 each, $35 at the door 


on sale (cash only) af: 


mae) or phone Peter 
at 


Ric’s Reco|lecti : 
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STEAK HOUSE 


INCLUDES | 70-10:00AM 


Se RBC Royal Bank BREAKFAST | LIONHEAD GOLF & 
Se ® NETWORKING | CONFERENCE CENTRE 
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